H. A. COATS.
Canceling-Stamp.

No. 199,185, Patented Jan. 15, 1878.

M

N,

|

7

e ;Wﬂ

WITNESSES :

C o N | P AE

ATTORNEYS.

N.PETERS, PHOTO-LITHOGRAPHER, WASHINGTON, O C.




UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

HIRAM A. COATS, OF WELLSVILLE, NEW YORK.

IMPROVEMENT IN CANCELING-STAMPS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 199,183, dated January 15, 1878; application filed
October 30, 1876.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, HirAM A. COATS, of
‘Wellsville, in the county of Allegany and
State of New York, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Stamp-Canceler, of
which the following is a specification :

Figure 1 is a longitudinal section of my im.
proved device. Fig. 2is a face view of the
same,

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

The object of this invention is to furnish an
improved instrument for use in canceling
stamps in post-offices and other places, and
which shall be simple in construction, con-
venient in use, and effective in operation, dis-
figuring the stamp so that it cannot be again
used.

The construction and operation of the stamp
are as follows:

A is the handle of the instrument, which is
made hollow, and in its cavity is placed the
upper end of a rod, B. The lower end of the
rod B projects beyond the lower end of the
handle A, and upon said lower end is formed,
or to it is attached, a head, 0!, to perforate,
cut, or rub off the printing or surface of the
stamp, so as to disfigure it. The head b' may

be made of steel, or it may be faced with em-
ery, or provided with diamond points, for dis-
figuring the stamps.

In the upper part of therod B is cut a spiral
groove, b or upon it is formed a spiral thread,

to receive the inner end of a pin, ¢/, which
passes in through the side of the handle A, so
that the rod B may be rotated as it is pushed
up into the handle A.

The rod B is pushed out by a spiral spring,
O, inserted above its upper end, in the cavity -
of the handle A.

In using the instrument, the head or cutter .
b! is placed upon the stamp, and the handle
A is pushed downward, which rotates the rod
B and disfigures the stamp.

To the lower end of the handle A is attached
or upon it is formed an arm, D, to the outer

end of which is attached a stamp, B, for im-

printing the name of the post-office and the
date upon the envelope: This attachment es-
pecially adapts the instrument for post-office
use.

The tube A may have the spiral thread cut
in it instead of in the rod B, with the pin
through the rod B to fit in the groove in tube
A, as may be found most advantageous.

Having thus described my invention, I claim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent—

The combination, substantially as specified,
of the rigid post-marking stamp and the rotary
spring-seated canceling-stamp, normaily pro-
truding beyond the post-marking stamp.
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