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To all whom it may concern :
Be it known that I, GEORGE W. CUMMINGS,
- Jr., of Big Rapids, in the county of Mecosta
and State of Michigan, have invented a new
and useful Improvement in Rocking Chairs
and Cradles, of which the following is a speci-
fication :

The object of my invention is to provide a
cheap and simple meansof connecting the legs
or the supporting lower part of a chair or cra-
dle with the seat or upper part, so as to ena-
ble a rocking motion of the seat or upper part
to be effected, while the legs or supporting
parts remains stationary.

The invention will first be described in con-
nection with the drawings, and then pointed
out in the claim.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1

. represents a perspective view of a chair con-
structed according to my present invention.
Fig. 2is a detail section of the same, taken
through the line « « of Fig. 1.

Similar letters of - reference indicate corre-
sponding parts. '

A is the seat of the chair. If A be consid-
ered the bottom of a cradle instead of a chair-
seat, it is evident that a description of my in-
vention relative to the latter will apply also
to the former.

B are the legs, connected together by the
rounds C. D D' are the springs, forming the
connection between the legs and the seat, and
supporting the latter on the former. For this
purpose the front springs D are attached with
their lower ends to the front legs, thence
curved backward, and their upper ends G
fastened to the rear part of the under side of
the seat; while the rear springs D’ are at-
tached with their lower ends to the rear legs,
thence carved forward, and fastened with their

upper ends G to the front part of the under
side of the seat, the two springs of each side
pair thus crossing each other, as seen in the
drawing. The resultis that a backward rock-
ing or oscillation of the seat A will cause the
weight thereon to be taken up mainly by the
front springs D, and a forward rocking of the
seat will cause the weight to be taken up
mainly by the rear springs D’, thereby ena-
bling longer springs to be used, and insuring
a softer and more comfortable rocking motion.

The ends of the springs may be fastened in
any ordinary manner, though for their attach-
ment to the legs I prefer the simple metallic
band or ring K, driven on from the top to sur-
round the end of the spring and the leg at the
same time, and clamping the former to the
latter. The extreme end of the spring isthen
fastened to the leg below the band E, at F, by
a screw or nail, or in any other manner.

By this construction the springs are held
securely jagainst lateral play, as well as
against vertieal.

A foot-rest, H, may be attached to the seat
A at the option of the user.

I do not claim, broadly, connecting the legs
and the seat of a chair by means of springs,
but limit myself to the arrangement herein
shown., _

Having thus described my invention, I
claim asnew and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

A chair whose seat A and legs B are con-
nected by crossing springs D D/, secured di-
rectly to legs by bands E, as shown and de-
seribed.

GEORGE W. CUMMINGS, J=.
Witnesses:
JouN M. RAPER, -
CALVIN W. NOTTINGHAM,




