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To all whom it may concern '

Be it known that we, JAMES DuTtor and
WiLLiAM HAMILTON THRIFT, both of New-
ton, in the county of Jasper and State of Iowa,
have invented a new and valuable Tmprove-
ment in Reversible Center-Pieces for Stoves
and Ranges; and we do hereby declare that
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
scription of the construction and operation
of the same, reference being had to the an-
nexed drawings, making a part of this speci-
fication, and to the letters and figures of ref-
erence marked thereon.

Figure 1 of the drawings is a representa-
tion of a top view of this invention, showing
the parts attached. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal
central section of the same. Fig. 3 is a per-
spective view of the end piece. .

Our invention relates to improvements in
center plates for stoves, ranges, and ships’
galleys.

It is well known that the removable center
plate of stoves, that divides the oblong open-
ing in the top plate into two distinet seats for
smaller culinary vessels, is, when heated and
supporting weight, frequently bent down to
such a degree as to destroy the draft and re-
quire replacement.

The object of our invention is, mainly, to
render this plate reversible, so that when
bent down, as above set forth, it may be
turned over and reapplied in its place, there-
by bending it until it is again straightened,
thus rendering the plate effectively useful
until burnt out.

The nature of the invention consists in a
center plate composed of a body-piece and
two detachable end pieces, which center-piece,
being reversed and reapplied to the end
pieces, allows the center plate to De put on
the stove in a reversed position, as will be
hereinafter more fully set forth.

In the annexed drawings, the letter A des-
_ignates our improved stove-plate, of the usual
well-known form and dimensions, composed
of a center-piece, @, and two end Dieces, b.
The center-piece @ is cast hollow, and is open-
ended. It is of precisely the same construc-

tion on both sides, and, being open-ended, has
mortises at its ends, to receive the correspond.-
ingly-shaped tenons b’ of the end pieces b.
These latter are T-shaped in form, the short
arm being the tenon. When this is inserted
in the mortise of the center-piece, the upper
surfaces of the end and center pieces are
flush.

In practice, the center-piece will be pro-
vided, preferably, with perforations i on both
sides, which, by admitting cold air into its
hollow interior, will materially tend to keep
the plate.cool; but should it bend, the end
pieces b are detached, and the center-piece
reversed and reapplied to the end pieces b,
which, being then put in place on the stove,
will present the convex side of the center-piece
aupward. By thus reversing the center-piece,
the stove-plate may be used to advantage until
burnt out.

The center-piece « has at one end and both
sides an oritice, n, to receive a lifting device,
by means of which it is safely handled.

‘What we claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. A center plate for stoves, consisting of a
reversible center-piece, alike ‘on both sides,
and the detachable end pieces, substantially
as specified. .

2. The combination, in a center plate for
stoves, of a center-piece, @, having a mortise
at each end, and the detachable end pieces b
tenoned into said mortises, substantially as
specified.

3. The combination, with the hollow open-
ended reversible center-piece a, of the detach-
able end pieces b, having tenons b’, adapted to
be received in the ends of the center-piece,
substantially as specified.

In testimony that we claim the above we
have hereunto subscribed our names in the
presence of two witnesses. ‘

JAMES DUTOT.
WILLIAM HAMILTON THRIFT.

Witnesses: ’
A. H. FATLOR,
JoraN C. WILSON.




