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To all’_whom\z‘t MAY CONCErn : . o
Be it known that I, WiLLiAM H. KEELER,
of Buffalo, in the county of Erie and State of

New York, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements on a Hand-Stamp ; and I do-

hereby declare that the following description
of my said invention, taken in connection with
the accompanying sheet of drawings, forms a
full, clear, and exact specification, which will
-enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same. - I

My present invention has special reference
to hand-stamps for printing, canceling, and
similarpurposes; anditconsistsin the arrange-:
ment of parts and details of construction, as
hereinafter first - fully -described, and then
pointed out in the claims. - _

In the drawings heretofore mentioned, Fig-
ure 1 is a perspective view of my improved
hand-stamp. Fig. 2 is a transverse sectional
elevation. Fig. 3 is a similar view on an en-
larged scale. Fig. 4is a perspective view of
the inking-pad retainer. ’

Like parts are designated by corresponding
letters of reference in all the figures.

A is a metallic frame, composed of two per-
forated sides, @ o/, and the top plate ¢/, which
sides are connected near their lower extremity
by brace-rods ¢. This frame may be produced
either of stamped and bent sheet metal, or in
the process of casting, according to the facili-
ties of the manufacturer.

The top plate a// is provided with a lollow
projection or boss, d, through which is passed
the hollow plunger B, tothe lower end of which
is secured the die-head C, and to the upper ex-
tremity thereof the knob or handle E.

The interior of the plunger B is provided
with a spiral spring, F, bearing with one end
upon the knob E, and with the other end upon
a transverse pin, f, passed throughthe boss d
and two slot-holes, b, in the said plunger B.

The die-head has grooves, wherein slides the
impression-plate €/, consisting of either a me-
tallic non-yielding or a yielding plate, having
the desired matter in relief.

To the frame A is pivoted, at e, an ink-pad
retainer, G, consisting, as shown in Fig. 4, of
a plate having two of its sides at right angles
to its plane, and these sides provided with

projections ¢, and with curved grooves; or
rather slot-holes, & I/. -

The grooves formed by the base of the re-
tainer and its projections g serve to retain the
ink-pad H, fastened to a stiff base,J, in proper.

. position, and to enable its removalat any time,
_a projecting nose or similar means being pro-

vided on the stiff base for this purpose. -

To the die-head C are secured two lugs, ¢/,
engaging with the slot-holes % in the pad-re-
tainer G,to operate the same in a manner
hereinafter to be referred to. . '

The top plate & has two downwardly-pro-
jecting ribs, the rear one of which being: pro-
vided with two lugs, ¢ 4, between which is
placed a spiral spring, I, wound upon a pivot,
I, from the center in opposite directions, its ex-
tremities being curved to reach the pad-re-
tainer G. It is secured to the pivot I by the
pin X, passing through'said pivot, and a loop
formed in the center of said spring.

The ink-pad H should, preferably, be curved,
as shown in Fig. 4, so as to produce a some-
what rolling action when passing over theim-
pression-plate €/, and thereby to insure per-
fect inking of said impression-plate by com-
ing suceessively in contact with a part of the
same only. It may, however, in small dies,
having a limited amount of printing matter
only, be made a plane surface, as illustrated
in Kigs. 2 and 3.

In operation the action of my improved
hand-stamp is as follows: The spiral spring F
keeps the plunger B and its accessories ele-
vated until acted upon by the operator for
making an impression of the die by taking
hold of the knob E and depressing the same.
In descending the lugs ¢/, engaging with the
slot-holes % in the pad-retainer, cause the lat-
ter to recede from and to move out of the way
of the impression-plate, gradually assuming a
nearly vertical position by the time said im-
pression-plate reaches the surface nupon which
printing is to be done. Inascending areverse
operation of that described takes place, caused
by the action of the spiral spring I upon the
knob E, and the lugs ¢/ upon the pad-retainer
G. The inking-pad reaches that corner of the
die-plate carrying the lugs ¢ first, and, while
the plunger B is still ascending, gradually
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passes over, or rather comes in contact with,
the entire surface thereof, so that by the time
said plunger has reached its normal position
the entire surface of the impression-plate is
inked, and the pad-retainer in a horizontal
position, and ready for the next impression.
It will be observed that the impression-
plate is slid into the die-head, and therefore
readily removed for cleaning or changing
plates. The ink-pad issecured to a stiff base,
and likewise slid into the pad-réetainer, so as
to be changed in a moment’s time with pads of
a different color. : -
In order to enable the withdrawal of the ink-
pad, and for this purpose to swing the pad-
retainer from the impression-plate, the slot-
holes  in the sides of the said.retainer are
curved at 1/, so as to allow the retainer being
moved a quarter-revolution around its pivots
¢, without depressing the plunger B more than
to bring the said retainer within convenient
reach of the operator, it being within the
casing or compartment formed by the bent
parts of the four sides of the frame A, and
therefore not easily accessible. This casing,
to which the pad-retainer, as it were, forms a
cover, prevents dust, &e., from reaching the
ink-pad and impression-plate, and therefore
preserves the stamp in perfect working order.
‘When a pad has been inserted into the re-
tainer, as heretofore described, this returns to
its original position by the action of the spiral
spring I, ' .
Having thus fully deseribed my invention, I
claim— _
1. A hand-stamp in which the ink-pad re-
tainer is pivoted to the frame within the sides
@ o/, and caused to recede from and advance

to the impression-plate by the action of the -
lugs ¢’ -upon the slot-holes % in the sides of -
said pad-retainer, causing the same to describe
a partial revolution around its pivots e, as
specified. :

2. The combination, with the frame A, whose
upper part consists of a box-shaped compart-
ment, of the impression-plate C and the pad-
retainer G, the parts being arranged in rela-
tion to each other, as described, within said
box-shaped compartment, to which the pivoted
pad-retainer forms a cover to exclude dust, &.,
from the impression and inking plates, sub-
stantially as described and stated.

3. A hand-stamp consisting, essentially, of
the frame A, whose upper part is formed with
a box-shaped compartment, the impression-
plate C, provided with thelugs ¢', and the ink-
ing-pad retainer G, pivoted within said box-
shaped compartment, and actuated by the
lugs ¢’ acting upon the sides, and the spring I
pressing upon the back of said pad-retainer,
the whole being constructed and arranged to
operate substantially in the manner as and
for the use and purpose specified. ,

4. The combination, with a pivoted pad-re-
tainer having the curved slot-holes % I/, of the
spring I, arranged to act upon the said re-
tainer, substantially in the manner and for the
use and purpose set forth and described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I have hereto set my hand and
affixed my seal in the presence of two sub-
seribing witnesses.

W. H. KEELER. [L.8.]

Attest:

‘ MIcHAEL J. STARK,

FrANK HirgoH.




