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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ALEXANDER E, McDoON-
ALD, of the city of Hartford, in.the county
of Hartford and State of Connecticut, havein-
vented certain Improvements in Knife Scour-
. ers and Polishers, of which the following is a

specification : v

This invention relates to a scouring and pol-
ishing block for knives and forks, provided
with a convex face, a molded edge or edges,
and a suitable knob or handle, whereby it may
‘be grasped in using, all as will be hereinafter
set forth. .

In the drawings, Figure 1is a side eleva-
tion of my improved scourer, showing it in
practical use. Fig. 2 is a plan of the same.
Figs. 3, 4, and 5 show modified forms of the
molded edge. . .

A is the scouring-block, to which is affixed
a suitable handle, B. The scouring-block is
preferably molded solid from a composition of
emery and cement; butit may be of any other
composition . of gritty materials suitable. for
scouring ; or it may have a core of wood, or
its equivalent, coated with emery or other
gritty material of a similar character.

The face of the block is made rounded or
convex in one direction, so as to conform in
some degree to the curvature of the knife-
blade produced by pressure in scouring.

In the other direction the surface is straight
or plane. One, two, or more of the edges of
the block are molded substantially as repre-
sented, the principal object being to provide
concaves, hollows, or grooves & @, for scour-
ing or polishing the tines of forks, &e. :

Another object is to form rounded beads,
ribs, or surfaces b b, which serve for scouring
.hollows or concavities. ‘

I have shown the block as square in hori-
zontal contour, with moldings on all four of
its edges, and I prefer this form as being the
most convenient and symmetrical; but the

block may be round, oval, or polygonal, or the
molding may be omitted from one or more
sides, or be differently made on different sides,
without departing from my invention in any
material degree.

The lower face of the block ¢ should be in
the nature of a segment of a large eylinder,and
I prefer to have the curvature rather slight,
that in the drawing being quite as sharp as
will ordinarily be needed.

The handle B might be formed of and with
the block A; but I prefer to make it separate,
and affix it by means of glue, or in any con-
venient way. : '

Should the faces of theblock become clogged
with grease, or show a tendency to ¢ glaze,”
they may be washed in warm water, and all
impurities be removed. ‘

I am aware that pads of soft material and
rounded shape for applying scouring or pol-
ishing powder have been extensively used,
and I make no claim to any such devices.

The distinctive feature of my invention con-
sists in the compact and solid nature of the
scouring-block, molded to shape, whereby the
annoyance arising from the use of powder is
avoided.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim— - ) :

A solid block, A, of some gritty substance
or composition, with or without a solid core of
some other material, provided with a rigid
face, ¢, curved in but one direction, a rigid
molded edge or edges, @b, and a suitable handle,
B, to form an improved article of manufacture,
substantially as and for the purposes set forth.

In witness whereof 1 have hereunto signed
my name in the presence of two subscribing
witnesses.

ALEXANDER E. McDONALD.
_ Witnesses:
SaM. TRO. SMITH,
HENRY CONNETT.




