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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

JAMES J. PHILLIPS, OF NORFOLK, VIRGINIA.

IMPROVEMENT IN SHIPPING-CANS FOR OYSTERS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 199,569, dated J anuary 22, 1878; application filed
December 15, 1877. - .

To all whom it may concern :

Be 'it known that 1, JAMES JASPER PHIL-
L1P8, of Norfolk city, in the county of Nor-
folk and State of Virginia, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Tmprovements in Sec-
tional Perforated Shipping-Cans for Oysters,
Milk, and other Perishable Articles; and I do
hereby declare that the followingisa full, clear,
and exact deseription thereof, which will ena-
ble others skilled in the artto which it per-
tains to make and use the same, reference be-
Jing had to the accompanying drawings,and to
the letters of reference marked thereon, which
form a part of ‘this specification.

Figure 1 of drawings is a central vertical
section. - Fig. 2.is a plan view of one of the
cans, :

This invention has relation to improvements
in cans for shipping oysters, milk, fruit, and
other perishable articles. :

The nature of the invention consists in a
sectional perforated can, the parts of which
are of the same diameter, and adapted to be
set in a case, keg, barrel, or tierce, as will be
hereinafter more fully set forth.

In the annexed drawings, the letter A des-
ignates a barrel or cask, in connection with
which I propose to illustrate my invention.
B represents my sectional can, made up of
any number of separate and distinet vessels,
CD E. These.cans are, preferably, made of
tin, are of somewhat less diameter than the
barrel, and conform in their general form to
the shape of the barrel or package in which

they are to be placed. They are each cen-

‘trally perforated, as shown at ¢ d ¢, and when
the parts of the ean are superposed the one
upon the other these apertures form a recep-
tacle for ice, and are in line with each other.
The lower vessel, C, has a cylindrical neck,
J, near one edge, that is closed by a stopple,
¢, when the said vessel is full, and is received
in a eorresponding recess, &, upon the under
side of the vessel D. This vessel has a simi-
lar-neck, [, closed by a stopple, 4, and received
in 2 recess, j, in a vessel next above.. The
* vessels are piled one upon the other until the
cask is nearly or quite full. S
As shown in Fig. 1, the topsvessel, E, has
a neck, n, closed by a stopple, o, upon its bot-
tom, and received in a recess, p, in the top of
the vessel next below.
It will be observed that the stopples which

close the necks are prevented from escaping
therefrom by the recesses in which the said
necks are received, and that, consequently,
the cask may be stowed with either head up-
ward without danger of leakage.

In practice, the apertures ¢ d e are made in
the form of a square, and are designed to re- -
ceive a block of ice of corresponding form,
though T may sometimes use broken ice, if I
S0 elect. ‘ ‘

The upper and lower ends of the can-ves-
sel B and C are closed, respectively, by wooden
stoppers T, thus confining the ice in the cen-

-| tral space of: the can. :

‘When the cask is full to the top, T pour in
a quantity of sawdust around the sides of
the can, in the space between it and the cask,
which not only prevents the sections of the
can from jostling about, but also protects
them from the influences of outside tempera-
tures, the sawdust being a non-conductor of
heat.

The advantage of this can is, that different
grades of oysters may be packed in the parts
of the can and not become mixed.

Another advantage is, that soft fruits, as
berries, being in comparatively small quan-
tities in each section of the can, do not be-
come mashed at the lower portion by the su-
perincumbent weight of the berries above.

‘What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is— o

1. The combination, in a packing-case, of
an outer or inclosing vessel and a series of
independent annular vessels, the latter being
provided with central passages, which fall in
line with each other when the vessels are in
place, the vessels at the extremities being
provided with stoppers for closing the cen-
tral passages, whereby an inclosed ice-cham-
ber is formed extending throughout the series,
substantially as specified.

2. A packing-can_having a stopper-neck
on one side, and on the other a recess to re-
ceive the stopper-neck of the next vessel, sub-
stantially as specified. .

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own invention I affix my signature in pres-
ence of two witnesses.

JAMES JASPER PHILLIPS.
‘Witnesses: '

JOHN F. DEZENDORF,

SAML. R. BoRUM.




