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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES SEDGWICK,
of the city, county, and State of New York,
have invented a new:and Improved Bottle-
Stopper, of which the following is a specifica-
tion:

In the drawings, Figure 1 represents a front
elevation, Fig. 2 a side elevation, and Fig. 3
a top view, of my improved bottle-stopper.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

The invention hias for its object to.furnish
an improved bettle-stopper that maybe opened
and closed with great facility, and that closes
the mouth of the bottle in" tight and reliable
manner.

The invention consists in the combination,
in a bottle-stopper-fastening device, of a cap-
plate having a suitable rubber stopper, and
top lugs carrying an anti-friction roller, with
a swinging bail pivoted to the neck-band of
the bottle, said bail being guided in slotted
ears or extensions of the cap-plate, and al-
lowed to pass slightly back of the center of
the said roller, so as to retain the stopper in
the bottle-mouth, as hereinafter described.

Referring to the drawing, A represents a
bottle of any suitable shape, and B a cap-
plate having a rubber or other stopper ar-
ranged at the under side, and made of taper-
ing shape, so as to spread when being pressed
on the rim of the bottle-mouth, and close
thereby the mouth in effective manner.

The cap-plate is cast with top lugs a, that
carry in suitable holes a small lateral roller
or cylinder, C, that turns easily on its axle.
The roller O is made smooth, and supported
so as to project slightly above the lugs. The
cap-plate B has, furthermore, at opposite sides
of the roller, two slotted extensions or ears,
D, whose slots are placed at right angles to
the axis of the roller, and arranged in such a
manner thereto that the rear ends of the slots
are glightly back of the center of the roller,
while the front ends extend in front of the
roller at suitable length.

The slotted extensions serve to guide the
sides of a bail or yoke, B, that is pivoted to
the neck wire or band in the usual manner,
and arranged to straddle the stopper, so that

its horizontal top part is parallel to the axis
of the roller, and its bight such as to keep
the rubber stopper tightly compressed in the
mouth of the bottle when carried into proper
position.

To close the bottle, the thumbs are placed
on the front part of the stopper and against
the bail, and the latter carried over the roller
by the joint downward pressure of the thumbs
on the stopper and backward pressure on the
bail, the anti-friction roller facilitating its
easy passage over the roller into position at
the rear ends of the slots, and consequently
back of the center of the roller, by which po-
sition of the bail the stopper is rigidly con-
fined to the mouth of the bottle.

The opening of the bottle is accomplished
in similar manner to the closing by placing
the thumb against the sides of the bail, but
back of the roller, and throwing the bail for-
ward in the slots, the revolving motion of the
roller facilitating the operation of opening the
bottle.

By pushing the bail forward with the thumbg
the stopper is lifted clear of the mouth, and
swung with the bail into proper position side-
wise of the neck, being retained therein by
the bail without the annoying rattling and
dangling about of other stoppers.

The stopper is retained by the slotted cap-
piece and the pivoted bail passing through
the stopper on the bottle, and brought at any
time back over the mouth and closed, as de-
scribed, and retained by the joint action of
the elastic stopper portion and of the binding
bail and roller. )

Having thus described myinvention, I claim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent—

1. The combination, in a bottle-stopper-fast-
ening device, of a pivoted bail or yoke, and of
a stopper having a cap-plate, with anti-frie-
tion roller and slotted guide-ears or exten-
sions, substantially as-shown and deseribed.

2. The combination, in a bottle-stopper-fast-
ening device, of a pivoted bail or yoke with a
stopper having a cap-plate, with the usual
elastic stopple portion at the under side, a re-
volving anti-friction roller parallel to the up-
per part of the bail at the top, and side ex-
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tensions or ears with bail-gniding slots; that
extend: from & point slightly back of  the cen-
ter of the roller to some ‘distanee in front of
the same, substantially as specified.

3. The combination, with a stopper having
a cap-plate with revolving anti-friction roller,
turning in perforated lugs of the cap-plate,
and projecting above the same, of a swinging

bail or yoke pivoted to the neck-band, and

guided 'in slotted extensions or ears of the
cap-plate, that serves to retain the bail in
closed ‘or opén position, substantially as speei-
fied.

CHARLES SEDGWICK.
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