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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, THoMAS J. GREEN-
WooD, of Warren, in the county of Jo Daviess
and State of Illinois, have invented certain
Improvements in Balmoral Shoes, of which
the following is a specification:

This invention relates primarily to the man-
ner of constructing the tops of balmoral and
similar shoes; and it consists in giving shape
to that part in manner following.

The accompanying drawing, formmg apart
of this specification, shows at Figure 1 a side
elevation of a shoe constructed after my in-
vention. Fig. 2 shows part of the quarter
with the gusset stitched therete in the flat,
or as near the flat as the parts will lie after
being united; and the other figures show the
manner of cutting the gusset and that pfu't of
the quarter in which it is inserted.

Like letters indicate like parts wherever
employed in the several figures.

Referring to said drawing, A represents the
quarter, which is divided upon the side of the
shoe given in the drawing to form the usual
opening for lacing. The opposme side of the
shoe, however, is of one piece with the quarter
shown, and is whole, with the exception of the
slit or slits made for the gusset or gussets, as
hereinafter specified.

At the front of the top of the two quarters
the blank from which they are formed is re-
quired by my invention to be slit down the
central line ¢ a short distance, and then by
two diverging lines, b b, a further distance.
This leaves in the center of the slit-a tongue,
¢. No stock is cut out, or next to none.

A gusset, D, for insertion in this opening,
is prepared after the pattern shown in Fig. 4,
or after any desired form, it only being neces-
sary, to make it embody my invention, that it
be slit from the lower edge upward, as at d,

and that it be united to the quarter in the
sprung condition below described.

To make this effect clear, let it be remem-
bered that the object in view is to produce an .
expanding outline of the upper part of the
shoe to fit the leg of the wearer. ' If a piece of
Ieather is folded, the folded edge will, of course,
be straight. If, now, an obligue cut be made,
80 as to remove a triangular piece from the
folded edge, and a similar triangular piece or
tongue be inserted and stitched in to fill said
cut, the edge will still be straight when folded.
But if the first piece be merely slit, or the
removed piece be smaller than the tongue, so
that the former will be spread apart to meet
the edge of the tongue, then it can no longer

"be folded on a straight line, but upon a bent

line, and thereby the object sought will be
accomplished.

The quarters and gusset being thus pat-
terned, the former are spread apart and the
tongue exposed, as shown in Fig. 2, and the
gusset, also sprung at the slit, as shownm said
figure, is then united to the quarters by stiteh--
ing. The result of this union of the sprung
quarters and the sprung gusset is the desired

"curvature in that part of the shoe where the

gusset is inserted.

The same construction may also be used in
the back, and indeed in both front and back,
if des1red and I have shown'in the drawing a
shoe of the latter description.

I claim—

A shoe-upper provided with a forked slit,
combined with a gusset, also slit, and spread
to embrace the tongue formed by said forked
slit, as and for the purpose set forth.

THOMAS J. GREENWOOD.
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