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~ To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, WrLLIAM UpToN Hoo-
VER, of Bowling Green, in the county of War-
ren and State of Kentucky, have invented a
new and useful Improvement in Bed-Bottoms,
of which the following is a specification:

This invention relates to a combined bed-
bottom and fire-escape; the object of which is
to utilize a flexible ladder of sufficient length
and strength for use as a fire-escape in the
construction and formation of a bed-bottom.

The following deseription is herewith an-
nexed in order that the principle as well as its
operation may be made as clear and concise
as possible:

" Figure 1 in the accompanying drawing rep-

resents a flexible ladder, A, established in sec-
tions from head to foot; said ladder being
free and independent, simply resting upon
springs which are securely established on
- longitudinal slats at the ends of each section,
as represented at letter B, the rounds of the
ladder connecting with tension or stretcher
springs, which hold the several sections at full
tension, thus producing a uniform elastic sur-
face for the bedding. These tension-springs
are so arranged as to permit the ladder to be
easily detached, with the exception of one end, |
which, if desired, may be fastened to the bed-
stead thus reproducing one long continuous
- ladder, furnishing an easy and safe means of

escape.

I use springs of the shape _Substantially as
shown in the drawings, in which C represents
a conical spiral spring, with a straight exten-
sion at the apex, as appears at letter a ; also,
a tension or stretcher spring, as represented at
B, the peculiar bend at ¢ ¢ grasping the rounds
of the ladder, and holdin g the sections at their
several ends in an elastic tensile manner.

I claim—

1. A combined fire-escape and bed-bottom,
consisting of a flexible ladder extending to
and fro over the slats of the bedstead, and
resting upon springs interposed at intervals
between the ladder and the slats, and sup-
ported at the ends by tension or stretcher
springs, which hold the ladder at full tension
upon the bedstead, substantially as and for
the purpose set forth,

2. In combination with the bottom slats
and flexible ladder, the springs C, having ex-
tension a, adapted to enter and support the
tounds of said ladder, substantially as de-
seribed. .

3. In combination with the sprin g-supported,
flexible ladder, the tension-springs B, of the
form shown, adapted to keep the sections of
the ladder extended with a yielding tension,
substantially as described.

WILLIAM UPTON HOOVER.
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