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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ANDREW B. DAVIS, of
Ithaca, in the county of Tompkins and State
"of New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Fastening Devices;
and T do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which it pertains to make and use it,

reference being had to the accompanying |

drawings, which form part of this specifica-
tion.

Myinventionrelatestoimprovements in fast-
ening devices designed especially for outside
coffin-cases, and is also applicable for use in
securely fastening the lid or cover of other re-
ceptacles, such as a coffin itself, a box, or other
case.

The invention consists in securing a hook
against becoming disengaged in its fastening
of a cover or lid to the body of the case by
passing one arm of a staple through its body
portion into the side of the case, and.securing
the other arm of the staple into the lid or
cover of the case, this latter arm not passing
through the body of the hook, but having lat-
eral bearing against the edge of its free end,
in such a manner as to prevent the unfasten-
ing of the hook or its disengagement from the
lid-connection until first the staple is with-
drawn.

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 repre-
sents my invention applied to an outside cof-
fin-case. Fig. 2 shows the invention in use
upon any case or box, the same being in bro-
ken part.

The side body A of any ordinary outside
coffin-case is provided with a hook, B, which
may be of any suitable material and form. One
end portion thereof is pivoted to this side
body by a serew or other similar device, while
the opposite or free end portion engages with
the neck of a screw or similar projecting de-
vice.

A common form of eye could be used in this
latter instance; but preferably I use coffin-
serews in both instances. '

Through the body of the hook, and prefera.

bly near its longitudinal portion, a suitable
hole, b, is formed, through which one arm of
the staple C passes into the side of the case.

The main body of the staple extends in an
angular line of direction to the length of the
hook over its face, and the other arm is fast-
ened in the lid or cover D. This arm has lat-
eral bearing against the edge of the hook, and
serves to keep the latter in engagement with
its connecting device of thelid. Thisrequires
the withdrawal of the staple in order to allow
the hook-fastening to be disconnected and the
lid to be raised from the case.

It will be observed that this makes a fast-
ening peculiarly adapted for use in retaining
the lid or cover of an outside coffin-case in
place, as the same is shipped from one point
to another, and also in the general uses of an
outer coffin-case; and although theabove is the
main design of the invention, yet it is equally
applicable for use in many other instances.
It is well adapted to fasten the lid or cover
of an inside coffin-case or a coffin proper; and
though I preferably make both the hook and
the staple of wrought-iron, yet other suitable
material may be substituted therefor.

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

The described fastening device, consisting
in the combination of the hook which fastens
the lid or cover to the main body of the case,
and the staple, one arm of which latter passes
through the body of the hook into the side of
the case, while the other arm is secured to the
lid and bears against the edge of the free end
of the hook, the same being adapted to pre-
vent the unfastening of the hook until the
staple is first withdrawn, substantially as set
forth.

In testimony that I eclaim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand this 31st day of
January, 1878.

ANDREW B. DAVIS.

‘Witnesses:
JOHN R. CoMINGS,
Tuos. B. HALL.




