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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, LoUls GATHMANN, of
Chicago, in the county of Cook, and State of
Iliinois, have invented a new and Improved
Apparatus for Preserving Beer; and I do
hereby declare the following to bea full, clear,
and exact description thereof, which will en-
able others skilled in the art to which my in-
vention appertains to make and use the same,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawing, forming part of this specification, in
which—

Figure 1 represents a sectional elevation of
a beer-cask, showing a vertical central sec-
tion of an air-exhausting apparatus embody-
ing my said invention; and Fig. 2 represents
a like sectional elevation of the cask, show-
. ing a modification of the air-exhausting appa-
ratus.

Like letters of reference indicate like parts.

The object of my invention is to provide a
means of exhausting the air from beer-casks
in which the beer has been partly drawn off,
and when not on draft, and thereby prevent
the beer remaining in the cask from becoming
stale; and to that end my invention consists
in the arrangement of parts as hereinafter
more fully descrlbed and claimed.

In the drawing, A represents the cask,
which is constructed in the usual manner, and
therefore constitutes no part of my invention.
O represents an elongated stopper or bung,
which is made slightly tapering, and is of
the proper diameter- at the smaller end to fit
the bung-opening, and so that when driven
into place it will form a tight joint between
its pemphery and the wall of the opening,
and is provided with a central cylindrical
bore, a, extending through the same longi-
tudinally, as shown in Fig. 1.

D represents a check-valve, which is ar-
ranged within the bore « of the stopper, and
is seated at a point near the smaller or lower
end of the same.

D’ represents the plunger, which is fitted
within the bore « of the stopper above the
valve D, and is so arranged as to admit of a
free and easy ascending or descending move-
ment, and is pr0v1ded with a suitable lift-
valve, d', seated therein.

E represents a vertical upright, which is
attached to the periphery of the stopper or{
bung above the head of the cask, and so as
to admit of being removed from the cask with
the stopper.

F represents an ordinary pump handle,
which is pivoted or fulcrumed to the upper
end of the upright E in the usual manner.

G- represents a connecting-rod, which is at-
tached at its upper end to the handle ¥, and
at its lower end to the plunger D/, as shown
in Fig. 1.

The stopper or bung C is provided with a
vent-opening, f, formed through the same,
and which is so arranged as to admlt of being
closed by any suitable stopper when desired,
the object of which is to allow air to enter
the cask when the beer is being drawn off,

My invention is used to exhaust the air
from the cask when a portion of the beer has
been drawn off, and that portion remaining
in the cask is "to remain undisturbed for a
period of time, or, in other words, when the
beer is not on draft, and in which case the
stopper Cis driven ﬁrmly into the bung-open-
ing of the cask, and the vent-opening f tightly
closed. Power is then applied to the handle,
so as to impart an alternate ascending and
descending movement to the plunger, and
thereby exhausting the air from the cask
through the bore of the stopper, and by the
reseating of the valve D the ajr is prevented
from again entering the cask.

When the beer is to be drawn from the
cask the stopper is removed from the vent-
opening fin the stopper C, so as to allow the
air to again enter the cask.

By exhausting the air from the cask the
beer is prevented from becoming stale, and
will remain fresh and lively for a much greater
length of time than would be the case when
the air is allowed to remain in the cask.

In Fig. 2 of the drawing I have shown a

' modification of the pump for exhausting the

air from the cask, and in which case an air-
tube, H, is fitted into the bore in the stopper
above tbe valve D, which will produce the
same result, the valve D preventing the air
from again entering the cask when the pump
is removed. '
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