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To all whom it may concern : .

Be it known that I, Joserm C. THOMAS, of
Milroy, in the county of Rush and State of
Indiana, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Shelf Steps or Brackets, of which
the following is a specification ; i

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1rep-
resents a front view of a shelf with my im-
proved sliding step or bracket. Fig. 2 is a
sectional side elevation of the step, showing
the same pushed into the upright of the shelv-
ing. TFigs.3 and 4 are a horizontal section
and a side view of the step, showing it drawn
out for use; and Fig. 5 is a vertical transverse
section of the step on line z @, Fig. 3, showing
connection with front casting.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

This invention relates to an improved shelf
step or bracket, which is to be used as a sub-
stitute for the old-style step-ladder in busi-
ness-rooms, &e.. The step is always in place
when needed, drawn quickly out for use, and

~pushed back out of the way when not in use.
- The step may also be used as a substitute
for brackets in show-windows, &e., for the dis-
play or support of articles, or for the support
of temporary shelving, and for other purposes. -

The invention consists of the combination
of the mortised upright between shelving or
drawers with a sliding and turning step, that
isretained, when drawn out, by a recessed shaft
and recessed casting in horizontal position for
use, or in vertical position when pushed back
into the mortise of the upright.

Referring to the drawing, A represents an
upright, pillar, or other support between shelv-
ing or drawers; or on show-windows, which
upright, &c., is provided with a vertical guide-
mortise, ¢, that- is extended backward, so as
to form first an angular recess, a!, and then a
round socket-hole,.¢?, in which the shaft b of
the shelf-step C is guided.

The mortise @ serves to store the step C
when the same is pushed in, while the socket-
extension «® serves to guide and direct the
step when being drawn out or pushed back,
also to give strength and support when the
step is drawn out for use and the weight of a

person rests thereon.

An angular rear part, V', of the step D fits
into the extension-recess a! of the mortise
when the step is pushed-in, to be out of the
way, as shown in Fig. 2. The shaft b is pro-
vided with a shoulder, d, for preventing the
shaft from being withdrawn too far when pre-
paring the step for use.-

“A stop, @', of the shoulder d enters side re-
cesses d” of a front casting, B, so as to pre-
vent the step, when the same is drawn out
and turned, from turning beyond the vertical
position in which the step is shoved in or be-
yond the horizontal position in which the step
is used. '

The casting B is attached by face flanges or
extensions ¢ to the upright, and provided with
a vertical guide-slot, ¢!, for- the step, a lateral
mortise, ¢, serving to receive the angular part
b of the step, when the same is drawn, turned,
and then pushed back. The angular part &
is equal in width to the thickness of the up-
right, s0 as not to project beyond the same.
The casting B thus sapports the step firmly
and rigidly in position for use, and admits the
ready release of the step from the recess of the
casting, and the turning and pushing back of
the same after use. :

The step has a cap, C, fastened to its front
end, for hiding the slot and recess of the cast-
ing when the step is not in use, the cap hav-
ing a button or knot, J3 by which the step is
readily manipulated.

By arranging a number of steps in the up-
rights of shelves, &c., any part of the same
may be reached with great facility without
the use of the cumbrous step-ladder, the step
being pushed back again after use, so as to
present no unsightly appearance, as only the
closing cap and the button are visible.

Having thus described my invention, I claim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent—

L. The combination, with the mortised up-
right or other support of shelves, &ec., of a
sliding and turning step or bracket that may
be drawn out for use as a step or.support, or
pushed back out of the way, substantially as
and for the purpose set forth.

- 2. The combination of a mortised upright,
A, having slotted and recessed front casting
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B with a sliding and turning step, C, having
0“1ude shaft b, substantially as and for the pur-
pose spemﬁed
* 8. The upright A, having a mortise, @, exten-
sion-recess at, and shaft-socket a?, in combina-
tion with the Slidin gand guided shelf C,having
angular rear.part o’ and shaft b, substanmally
as described.

4. The combination of mortised uprlght A
and casting B, having center slot and sidere-
cesses @7, with the shelf C, having shaft b, with

shoulder 4 and stop d!, substantially as set
forth. :
. The combination of the mortised upright
A and casting B, having lateral recess, with
shelf C, having rear part &’ and shaft b, to sup-
port the step in horizontal position for use,
substantially as specified.
JOSEPH C. THOMASR.
‘Witnesses:
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