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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JacoB F. BELUE, of
Tuka, in the county of Tishomingo and State
of Mississippi, have invented certain new and-
useful Tmprovements in Water-Bed Fences;
and I do hereby declare the following to be
afull, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled in
the artto which it pertains to make and use it,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, which form part of this specifica-
tion.

My invention relates to an improvement in
water-bed fences; and it consists in securing
three-cornered rails or timbers to the bottom
of the stream, up the banks, and along the
overflowed land, in an inclined position, where-
by all floating particles can pass freely over
or through between; butthe rails will prevent
any live stock from passing over from either
direction, as will be more fully described here-
inafter.

Figure 1 is a vertical section of one of my
water-gates. Fig. 2 is an end view of the
same. Figs. 3 and 4 are detail views.

Across the bottom of the stream and up the
sidesof thebank Ifirmly secure, in any suitable
manner, the logs or timbers e, upon the tops of
which are fastened the sharp-edged three-cor-
nered rails ¢.. At a suitable distance up the
stream are secured to the bottom and sides ofthe
stream smaller, flatter timbers, d, to which the
upper endsof the rails ¢ are fastened, the ends
of the rails being preferably beveled away, as
shown, so that they can be more easily fast-
ened. The ends of the rails down stream be-
ing so much higher than the other ends, and
the upper edges of the rails being sharp, it
will readily be seen that all floating trash and
objects will readily pass over the top edges of
the rails or in between their sides, while live
stock cannot pass over them af all. * As the
banks are often overflowed, in such a manner

as to wash away the fences along the sides of
the stream, the sharp-edged inclined rails ¢
are arranged along the banks in the same
manner, with the exception that the ends of the
rails down stream are raised much higher,
For this purpose, posts, stakes, or other suit-
able foundations, ¢, are set in the ground, and
then the cross-timbers ¢ are secured upon
their tops, and to these timbers ¢ the higher
ends of the rails are fastened. '

Water-bed fences constructed as above de-
scribed will not wash away, do not catch float-
ing particles, so as to obstruct the flow of the
water, and thus cause it to overflow, and will
not allow live stock to pass over at any time.

For the purpose of fastening the ends of the
rails ¢, holes may be bored through them and
wooden pins driven through into the timbers
on which they rest, and thus avoid the use of
iron. The posts e'will have braces applied to
two or more of ‘their sides before the top tim- -
bers are fastened down upon them, and thus
the structure will be made much more firm and
secure.

This invention is specially intended to pre-
vent live stock of all kinds from passing from
one field to another.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim—

A water-bed fence composed of sharp-edged
rails ¢, which are secured to suitable sills or
timbers, arranged in such relation to each
other that the rails will be supported in an
inclined position, whereby water and all float-
ing objects will pass freely over their tops,
substantially as shown.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have herennto set my hand this 15th day of
January, 1878.

JACOB FRANKLIN BELUE.

‘Witnesses:

A, M. REYNOLDS,
R. D. HicpoN.



