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To all whom it may concern:
~ Be it known that I, GEORGE H. HESS, of
Winchester, in the county of Frederick and
State of Virginia, have invented certain new
and useful Improvementsin Rein-Holders; and
I do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art
to which it pertains to make and use it, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, which form part of this specification.
My invention relates to an improvement in
holders for driving-reins; and it consistsin a
soft-padded button, which has a hole through
it for the rein to pass through, and is provided
with a buckle on its back to hold it in any de-

sired position, as will be more fully described -

hereinafter. .

Figure 1 is a vertical section of my inven-
tion. Fig. 2 is a rear view of a slightly-
modified form of the same. Tig.3 isa section
of the buckle I propose to use.

@ represents an oval-shaped piece of heavy
leather, or other suitable material, which is
provided with the padding ¢ on its face, so as
to make it easy and pleasant for the hands.
Through this piece of leather and the pad-
ding on its face, at a suitable distance above
their center, is made a hole, d, throngh which
the driving-rein e passes, as shown. '

To the back of the piece ais fastened a com-
mon clamping-buckle, g, by means of the strip
of leather ¢, as shown in Fig. 1., The rein
passes through the two parts a b up between
the top edge of tongue and the top of the
frame, then down over the tongue, and out
through the lower part of the frame.

If preferred, the whole lower part of the
frame of the buckle may be dispensed with,
and a small leather loop or band, %, be fastened

to the lower part of the rear side of the part
a, as shown in Fig. 2, down under which the
rein will pass. .

The advantages of my iuvention are, that no
holes have to be made through the reins; the
holder is very light; can beinstantly adjusted’
back and forth to any desired position, and
after they are adjusted, the harder the pull
upon them the tighter they hold; they can be
furnished very cheaply, and are so small and
light that they can be readily carried in the
pocket.

I am aware that a metal frame made in two -
parts -and covered with leather, and which
parts can be closed forward, so as to release
the rein, and open backward, so as to clamp it
in position, is not new.

My holder is formed wholly of leather, with
the exception of the buckle, and can thus be
manufactured by any saddler, and, when once
placed in position upon the rein, remains there
until it is desired to move it. Dispensing
with all iron except the buckle, no castings
are necessary, and the holders are made so
light that they do not weigh down the reins
when released from the hand.

Having thus deseribed my invention, I
claim—

A holder for driving-reins, consisting of the
piece a and padding ¢, having the rein-hole d,
in combination with a clamping-buckle, ¢, sub-
stantially as shown.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand this 18th day of
February, 1878.

GEORGE H. HESS.

‘Witnesses :
J. H. SNAPP,
WILL. H. KERN.



