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To all whom it may concern : .

Be it known that I, ELMER RIDGE, of
Frankford, Philadelphia, in the county of
Phladelphia and State of Pennsylvania, have
invented a new and Improved Envelope, of
which the following is a specification :

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents a top view of my improved envel-
ope, for inclosing samples of flour, sugar, and
other third-class mail-matter, the same being
shown with flaps in open position. Tig. 2 is
a top view of the same ready for use; Fig. 3,
a vertical transverse section on line « z, Fig. 1.
Fig. 4 is a top view of the envelope as closed;
and Figs. 5 and 6 are vertical, transverse, and
horizontal sections of the envelope, respect-
ively on lines y y and 2 2, Fig. 4. -

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

The object of this invention is to furnish an
improved envelope for the purpose of trans-
mitting samples of flour, sugar, tea, and other
substances at third-class rates through the
mails, in such a manner that the contents may
be readily inspected by the postmaster.

The invention consists of an envelope with
double end flaps, of which one forms the end
of a lateral supplementary piece, gummed to
the inside of the envelope, so that its flap is
used for closing the envelope when the same
is mailed, while the other flap is inserted in
the pocket formed back of the gummed piece,
and used for closing the envelope after the
same has been inspected by the postmaster.

Referring to the drawings, A represents an
envelope of the usnal construction, which is
preferably sealed at one of its narrower sides,
whose flap B is gummed for that purpose.

A supplementary piece, C,having a flap end, |’

(7, is inserted into the open end of the envel-
ope, and gummed to the interior of the same,
its side flaps being closed, so as to form an

extension of the sealed flaps of the envelope
A up to the folding flap B of the same.

The second flap C’ of interior piece C is
also provided with a gummed edge, and used
for the purpose of sealing the envelope when
the sample of flour or similar article has been
inserted. The first flap B s, during that
time, folded or inserted into the pocket-shaped
receptacle formed by the middle portion of the
supplementary piece, and by.the main portion
of the envelope proper, as shown in Fig. 5.

‘When the postmaster wishes to examine the
contents of the envelope, he simply cuts the end
flap of the supplementary piece near its folded
edge at the line indicated by dots in Fig. 4.
After the contents have been examined the
envelope or bag is closed, to be sealed again by -
simply drawing the first flap from its pocket,
and folding it over the end, and fastening it
over the end flap C’ to the envelope, sealing
thus the envelope securely, as before.”

The envelope or bag can be made of paper,
linen, or any othersuitable material,and forms,
by the addition of the supplementary piece
and flap, a convenient envelope for samples of
all kinds in powder form, as they may be
readily inspected, as prescribed by law, in the
manner indicated. -

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

The combination, with a common envelope,
of a supplementary piece that has an end flap
at the open end, and is gummed to the inte-
rior of the envelope,so as to form a pocket for
the sealing-flap, while the flap of the supple-
mentary piece is sealed, substantially as and
for the purpose deseribed.

o ELMER RIDGE.
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