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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, HENRY S. HALE, of
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, have invented a
new and useful Improvement in Portable
‘Wash-Stands, of which the following is a speci-
fication :

My invention relates to an improvement
in combined wash-stands and desks; and the
object of my improvement is to so construct
the lid of the stand that when it is depressed
it will serve as a desk, and when elevated
will expose the entire surface of the top of the
stand in such a manner that the said top can
be easily cleaned.

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1
is a vertical section of wmy improved wash-
stand, and' Fig. 2, a perspective view, drawn
to a reduced scale.

The body A of the stand consists of the
usual box-like structure, with doors ¢in front,
the top B being, by preference, of marble,
and having the usual circular opening above
the basin D, the flanges of which rest on the
wooden support d of the marble top; or the
basin may be secured in any other appropri-

- ate manner.

At the rear of the stand is the usual ele-
vated portion H, to which is hinged the lid
G, the latter, when depressed, serving to
cover the marble top, and being inclined like
the top of a desk, which the structure is in-
tended to represent when not in use as a
wash-stand.

In combined wash-stands and desks as here-
tofore constructed, it has been usual to secure

tapering strips to the top of the stand, one at’

each end of the same, for supporting the in-
clined lid; but the strips so secured, as well
as any projections above the surface of the
marble top, are objectionable, because they in-
terfere with the washing and cleansing of the
marble top; hence I secure the tapering strips
¢ e to the under side of the lid, one at each
end of the same, as best observed in Tig. 2,
the lower edges of these strips, when the lid
is depressed, resting on the top of the body,
80 as to overlap and conceal the ends of the
marble top and form an appropriate finish to
the body.

The water -reservoir 1 is_ contained in a
chamber formed at the back of the stand,
partly within the elevated portion H of the

same, and extending downward to a point
between the upper edge and bottom of the
basin, so that there may be the largest possi-
ble supply of water without disfiguring the
structure, for the upper portion of the reser-
voir is confined laterally and longitudinally
to the elevated rear, H, common to ordinary
wash-stands as well as to desks.

The top K of the elevated portion H of the
stand consists of two parts—the cover m of the
reservoir and the back #, secured to the cover
at right angles to the same, this back being
formed to make a sunitable ornamental finish
for the stand. The top K is hinged to the
front of the elevated portion H of the stand at
x, so that it can be turned over to the posi-
tion shown by dotted lines when the reservoir
has to be replenished or cleansed.

A tube, p, extends from the reservoir, near
the bottom of the same, to the basin D, and
this tube is furnished with a suitable valve,
the handle of which projects above the marble
top of the stand. There is the usual opening,
fitted with a detachable plug, at the bottom
of the basin, and within the stand should be
placed a bucket or other suitable wvessel, for
receiving the waste-water as it is discharged
from the basin. :

It will be seen that when the lid G is raised
the entire surface of the marble top is exposed,
so that it can be readily cleansed, there being
no cells in which foul water, not easily re-
moved, can be lodged.

If desired, the ribs e e may be straight, and
these ribs may be arranged to rest on in-
clined strips on the outside of the body below
the marble top.

I claim as my invention, and as animprove-
ment in combined wash-stands and desks—

The combination of the body A of the stand,
and the top B of the same, with the 1id G and
the strips ¢ e, secured to the said lid, and con-
stituting, when the latter is depressed, part of
the desk, all substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specificationin the presence of two
subscribing witnesses.

HENRY 8. HALE.

‘Witnesses:
HARRY A. ORAWFORD,
HARRY SMITH,




