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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

, FRANKLIN W. BROOKS, OF NEW YORK, N. Y., ASSIGNOR TO EDWARD J.
’ BROOKS OF SAME PLACE '

IMPROVEMENT IN BLANKS FOR BANK-GHECKS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 202 515, dated April 16 1878 application filed
September 4, 1877.

To all whoni it may concern:

. Be it known that I, FRANKLIN W. BROOKS,
of the city, county, and State of New York
have invented certain new and useful Im.
provements in Blanks for Bank-Checks and
other evidences of value, of which the follow-
ing is a specification:

Tn Letters Patent No. 193,221, granted to
me on the 17th of July, 1877,1 have deseribed
a mode of preventing the forgel y or alteration
of bank-checks and other commercial paper
by the use of concealed detective numbers,
which, on the presentation of the checks for
payme.nt, are exposed by the payer and com-
pared with (:01."1'esp0nd1n0P numbers in his pos-
session, so as to prove the genuineness of the
checks.

My present invention consists, first, in the
mmufac’oure of paper for bank-checks, drafts,
bonds, notes, and other evidences of value by
the application, between two thicknesses of
- the paper, in course of manufacture, of one

.or more distinguishing charmcters, which thus |

become incorporated with the paper, so as to
prevent access to the number or character
without the previous mutilation of the paper
itself, and so as to render the duplication of
the protected paper practically impossible, as
such duplication would require all the ap-
pliances of a paper-mill.

The invention further consists in the combi-
nation of a concealed distinguishing number
or other characters mcornorated in the body of
the paper, with paper adapted to be .changed
in appearance by the application of moisture
or chemicals, so as to detect any attempt to

tamper with it by the alteration of any matter.

printed or written upon it, said chemical prep-
aration serving also as an additional protec-
tion against the discovery of the concealed
mark, as hereinafter more fully set forth.

In the accompanying drawing, Figure lis a

view of a sheet of paper-pulp, with distin-
guishing characters applied to its face, in
readiness to be covered by another sheet of
pulp, preparatory to the calendering of the
two together in one sheet, with the distin-
0‘ulbh1n0‘ characters 1ncorporated and con-
cealed. Figs. 2, 3, and 3* are views, under
different modlﬁcatlons, of connected tabs car-

-

rying corresponding detective numbers or
other eharacters, as made for introduction be-
tween two thicknesses of paper. Fig. 4 rep-
resents the combined paper sheet, the loca-
tions of the detective numbers or other char-
acters being indicated in dotted lines. Fig.
5 is a view of a completed check-blank, the lo-
cations of the detective numbers or other char-
acters being indicated in dotted lines, as be-
fore. Fig. 6is a view of a check-blank; illus-
trating modifications in the application of the
invention, _

The illustrative cheek-blank B, Fig. 5, has
two coupons, C! (2%, and is provided with two
pairs of detective numbers, b! 1%, or any suit-
able distinguishing marks, which, in this il-
lustration and in the mode of applying thein-
vention now referred to, are paired as repre-.
sented, the detective namber or mark b' at
one end of the check corresponding with that
in the adjacent coupon C!, while the detective
number or mark 5 at the other end of the
check corresponds with that in the coupon C?
adjacent thereto. The ordinary or serial num-
ber @ of each check is earried out on both cou-
pons, so as to associate each check with itsre-
spective coupons Ct (2. In this illustration
of the invention the paired detective marks
are connected by tapes or strings D, (see Figs.
1, 2, 3,and 3%) and se remain until the check-
blank or completed check, as the case may be,
is severed, first, from the. Plank coupon C?, for
delivery in blmnk to the owner and maker of
the check; and, secondly, from the check-cou-
pon C!in the or dmaly manner when the eheck
is delivered.

The tabs or slips for appllcatlon within the
body of the paper are prepared in advance.
This may be done by ehildren or other cheap
labor. They are preferably made each in
double or folded form, as shown in Figs. 2 and
3, connected by two tapes or strings. Any
numbe1 of these connected tabs are supplied
to the paper-maker for use, as deseribed. He
takes them as they come, without even seeing
the distinctive characters. The connecting
tapes or strings insure their being correctly
paired, so that the only care required is to lo-
cate bhem properly near the ends of the paper
slip, so that one tab may occupy the desired
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place in the check and its fellow in the adja-
cent coupon. o

1I)*‘ig. 3* shows a simpler mode of making the
tabs.
of a single unfolded piece, and are connected
in pairs by a single string or tape, the mode
of using them being the same. These tapes
or strings D, extending across the lines at
which the check-blank or check is parted from
its respective coupon, constitute a ready means
of tearing off the portion of the paper con-
cealing the detective number, so that the lat-
ter may be exposed to view. The paper cov-
" ering the detective number can thus be torn
from the check forward or backward. By
tearing it out at back any injury to the face of
the check is avoided. -

The way of using the check-blank with the
detective numbered or marked coupons is as
follows: The checks and attached coupons
are correspondingly and serially numbered be-
fore being issued in blank from the bank.
They are then severed from the bank-coupon
C?, and thelatter is retained by the bank as a
means-of determining the genuineness of the
checks that may be presented. The owner
and drawer of the checks separates them from
their conpons.Cl, as they are made in the nsual
manner. The detective numbers or other
characters in said coupons form an infallible
indication of the genuineness or otherwise of
any check at any time that it may be ques-
tioned.

The modification of the invention shown in
Fig. 6 illustrates a simpler mode of applying
the invention. In this case the detective
mark or number is made directly on the sur-
face of the bank-coupons C?, the corresponding
number being concealed in the cheek, in the
manner hereinbefore desecribed, as indicated
by dotted lines at b in Fig. 6. This way of
using the detective number or mark is consid-
ered safe and effective, as the paper-maker
would have to ascertain whose checks the pa-
pér will be used for, and what serial number
will be applied to each particular check, in
order to avail himself or others of his infor-
mation, and, the detective number being
known, this, with all the other features of the
individual sheet of paper, would still require
successful duplication.

E, in the various figures, represents an ex-
ternal mark, of any suitable kind, printed
over the place where the detective mark or
number is concealed, so as to render the paper
more opaque at this point, and afford addi-
tional security against the discovery of the
mark or number by looking through the-paper
at the light.

As an additional means of security against
tampering with the check or other article of
value, the paper is manufactured with a fugi-

In this illustration they are made each-

tive color in any of the modes in common use,
so that the application of moisture or chemi-
cals for the purpose of altering any marks
upon the check, or for the rendering of the pa-
per transparent, or for removing a part of its
body, in order to expose the detective mark or
number, will be infallibly detected. Themanu-
facture of the blanks on colored paper, as an
additional feature of value in connection with
the use of concealed detective marks or num-
bers, is very important, in that the hue of the
paper renders it more opaque, and prevents
the observation of the concealed detective
number, which may be on white paper and in-
corporated in the body of the check-paper, as
desired.

The invention is of value for the manufac-
ture of paper for bank-checks, drafts, notes,
bonds, and other evidences of value, and for
various legal docnments, such as deeds, wills,
powers of attorney, and the like.

Having thus described my invention,. the
following is what I claim as new and desire to
secure by Letters Patent:

1. As a new article of manufacture, a sheet
of paper having one or more detective num-
bers orother distinguishing characters inclosed
within the body thereof, and provided with cor-
responding identifying numbers or characters,
said detectiveand identifyingnumbers or char-
acters being so located as to occupy suitable po-
sitions, respectively, within the check or other
instrument for which the paper may be used,
and within or upon a coupon or coupons there-
of, substantially as herein shown and de-
scribed, for the purpose set forth.,

2. A blank for a bank.check or other evi-
dence of value the paper of which is provided,
in the course of its manufacture, with one or
more detective numbers or other distinguish-
ing characters incorporated within the body
of the paper and concealed from view by means
of any design printed on the blank opposite
the place where the distinguishing character
is applied, substantially as hereinbefore de-
scribed, the same to be exposed by tearing
open the paper when the occasion arrives.

3. A blank for checks or other evidences of
value containing one or more distinguishing
numbers orother charactersincorporated with-

-in its body in the process of manufacturing the

paper, and concealed from view by a suitable
design printed on the blank opposite the place
where the distinguishing-mark is applied, said
paper being also coated or impregnated with
chemical or coloring matter of such a charac-
ter as to change on the application of chemi-
cals or moisture.
FRANKLIN W, BROOKS.

‘Witnesses :
OcravIus KNIGHT,
A. H. GALT.




