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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, WiLriaM D. LAWTON,
of the city and county of San Franecisco, and
State of California, have invented an Improve-
ment in Shirts; and I do hereby declare the
following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
scription thereof, reference being had to the
accompanying drawing.,

My invention relates to an improved man-
ner of attaching shirt-bosoms to shirts, so as
to prevent the cloth at the edge of the bosom
from being worn out by friction, and at the
same time not mar the appearance of the
shirt.

Jt consists in a novel manner of stitching
the two or more thicknesses of the bosom-lin-
ing and the outer linen of the bosom front to
the shirt, in order to form an edge of less stiff-

ness than the main portion of the bosom, and’

at the same time be stiff enough to protect the
thick rigid edge of the part where the lining
terminates.

Shirt-bosoms are ordinarily composed of
three or more layers of linen, or linen and cot-
ton cloth, and have the entire parts which ex-
tend along the edges sewed fast to the main
shirt-front, making the seam of the same
thickness and stiffness as the body of the
bosom. Such uniform thickness of bosom and
its edges or seams prevents a conformity of
the shirt to the form of the wearer, thus mak-
ing an illfitting garment, which, when thor-
oughly starched, breaks and wears out readily
at the edge of the bosom.

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 is
a front view.

A is the main shirt, having the bosom B
made of several thicknesses, and with as
many folds, plaits, welts, or cords as may be

desired. I cutthe inside stiffening or lining

pieces smaller than the outside linen of the
bosom, so that the outside linen will extend
over, and project about half an inch beyond,
the edges of the lining. I then stitch the lin-

.ing to the shirt-front, where it has been cut

out the exact size to, fit the lining. I then
carry the linen bosom over the edge of this
lining, and stitch it to the main shirt-front,
thus forming a_welt or stiffening-piece, which
is covered by the flap or -overlapping exten-
sion D of the outside front of the bosom B.
This gives a smooth outside appearance to the
bosom, while at the same time forming a thin
and pliable joint around the entire edge with-
out destroying the proper stiffness of the
bosom, but permitting it.to fit the wearer in a
neat and comfortable manner, and without
wearing out or breaking the cloth at the edges
of the bosom by friction against the outer
clothing, or any other cause.

I am aware that a separate strip has been
sewed on the ounter edge of the shirt-bosom, as
a re-enforce to prevent it from wearing out;
but this gives the shirt a bad appearance, and
usually spoils the fit of the shirt. This, there-
fore, I do not claim; but

What I do claim, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

The improvement in the manufacture of
shirts which consists in cutting the lining of
the bosom shorter than the outside linen, and
in carrying the linen over the edge of thelining
and stitching it to the shirt, substantially as
and for the purpose described.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand and seal. .

W. D. LAWTON., |L.8.]
‘Witnesses:
FrANK A. BROOKS,
‘WALTER C. BEATIE.




