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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, ORSAMUS A. WHITE,

of Norwalk, in the county of Huron and State
of Ohio, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Cot-Bedsteads; and I do
hereby declare that the following is a full, clear,
and exact description thereof, which will ena-
ble others skilled in the art to which it apper-
tains to make and use the same, reference be-
ing had to the accompanying drawings, and
to letters of reference marked thereon, which
form a part of this specification—

Figure 1 being a perspective view of the bed,
showing the canvas or covering, the jointed
side rail, the folding frame-work or legs, and
the swinging notched frame for holding one
portion of the bed at an angle to the other
portion. Fig. 2 is a transverse sectional ele-
vation, showing the parts above alluded to as
partially folded up. Fig. 3 is an end view,
showing the swinging frame for adjusting the
inclination of a portion of the side rails of the
frame and of the canvas covering. Fig. 4 is
a detached view of a portion of one of the
Jjointed side rails,and also a portion of one pair
of the folding legs, carrying the pin upon
which the side rail is placed when the bed is
in position for use, but which is shown as above
the rail in the figure, ready to allow the bed
to be folded up; and Fig.5 is a view of a bent
rod, which is for use in securing the covering
to the side rails. :

Corresponding letters refer to corresponding
parts in all of the figures.

This invention relates to that class of bed-
steads known as ¢cot-bedsteads,” and which
are designed for use when in their extended
or partially-extended -form, and when not in
use may be folded into a small compass, for
convenience in transportation, and so as to
oceupy but a small space when stowed away;
and it consists in the combination and ar-
rangement of some of the parts of which it is
composed, as will be set forth in the following
description and claims.

The objects of this improvement upon cot-
bedsteads are as follows: First, to provide a
convenient bed for sick persons, one in which
the upper part of the body can be arranged at
any required angle to the lower portion with-

ontremoving the patient therefrom, and with-
out, to any considerable extent, disturbing
such patient; and, secondly, to provide a bed-
stead which can be raised vertically, for conven-
ience in surgical operations, by simply chang-
ing the points at which the legs are pivoted to
theside rails; and,lastly, to providea bedstead
which shall possess the above-enumerated ad-
vantages and at the same time be capable of
being folded into a comparatively small com-
pass, for convenience in storage and transpor-
tation.

In constructing bedsteads having my im-
provements embodied therein, I provide two
side rails, A Al, jointed at or near their cen-
ters to plates of metal A2 or other suitable
substance, said plates being placed one upon
either side of each rail, and provided at their
centers with an aperture, which, when the bed
is in use, allows a pin, A3, to pass through it,
and thus form a support for the center of the
rails.

‘When it is desirable to have the bed ex-
tended to its full length in a horizontal plane,
the side rails are pressed apart until they will
pass up by the ends of pins A3, when they are
raised until said pins will enter the apertures
in the plates A%, when they are allowed to ap-
proach each other to cause the pins to pass
through them and form the supports above al-
luded to; and whenit becomesnecessary tofold
the bed up for any purpose the side rails are
sprung apart, so as to remove the rails from
the pins, when they are dropped below said
pins, as shown in Fig. 4, and the rails are in a
condition to be folded.

The side rails of the bedstead are covered
with canvas, ticking, or any strong cloth or
leather, as shown at B, it being firmly secured
thereto at its ends by nails, buttons, or in any
suitable manner. This permanent attachment
extends from the opposite ends of the rails for
a short distance; and between such parts there
are secured to the edges of the covering B
strips of metal B’ B’, each of which is pro-
vided with a series of holes, so that they can
be secured to pins attached to the rails A A,
and thus hold the central portions of the cov-
ering in position when the bed is in use, but
which may be unbuttoned or slipped off from
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the pins when the bed is to be folded, in order
that the rails may be sprung apart, as above
described.

The rails A A! are provided with a series of
holes, C C, in order that when it becomes desir-
able to raise the bed to a higher level, for sur-
gical or other operations, the points at which
the legs are pivoted thereto may be brought
nearer together, which will have the effect to
change the angle at which they stand, and
thus produce the desired effect, this change
being easily effected, it being only necessary
to withdraw the rod C’ C’ and carry the upper
ends of the legs to one of the holes C and in-
sert therods therein. The legs above alluded
to consist of bars of wood or other material,
and put together in pairs, those upon one side
being lettered D, D', D% and D?; those upon the
opposite side being the same in form and ar-
rangement, D and D3 being pivoted together
at their upper ends, at the center or pivoted
points of the rails A Al,and carrying the pin
A3 upon which said rails rest when inuse. The
legs D! are pivoted to therails A Al, asshown
in Fig. 1, and extend downward at such an
angle as to cause them to cross those lettered
D, to which, at their crossing-point, they are
pivoted. D!and D? are also pivoted together
at their lower ends, as shown.

‘When the bed is in a horizontal position
throughout its entire length, the legs D2 D?
being pivoted to D* D? at or near their centers,
have their upper ends held in position by
clamps E E, which are held in their positions
by one of the rods C, said clamps being pro-
vided with buttons E’ I, secured thereto, so
that when the upper ends of said legs are
placed in said clamps and the buttons are
turned into the positions shown in Fig. 2,they
are securely held in such position as to give a
horizontal position to the whole upper surface
of the bed; but when it becomes necessary
for any purpose to give an inclination to one
portion of said surface, the buttons E’ are so
turned as to allow the upper ends of the legs
to pass out of the elamps, as shown in Fig. 1,
when the swinging frame F is brought into
requisition, and holds the inclined portion of
the bed in its adjusted position.

The frame F consists of two bars, of any

suitable material, separated from each other
by cross rods or bars, and held at such a dis-
tance apart that the outer surfaces of the
frame will just pass in between the legs of
the bed. This frame is mounted, upon the
same rod that carries the clamps I and the
buttous E/; and is so arranged that, when de-
sirable, its lower end is allowed to be slipped
off from the rod upon which it rests when the
bed is fully extended, and to drop down into
the position shown in Fig. 1, in doing which
notches in the edges of the bars of which the
sides of the frame are composed are made to
rest upon the rod which holds the upper ends
of legs D? apart, and thus any desired ineli-
nation can be given to a portion of the bed.
The position which this frame occupies when
the device is folded up is shown in Fig. 2.

Having thus described my invention, I wish
it understood that I am aware that folding
cot-bedsteads, broadly considered, are mot
novel, and that I do not claim such devices
when not made in a manner substantially such
as I have described; but

What I do claim, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. In afolding cot-bedstead, the combination
of jointed side rails, a covering made fast to
said rails throughout portions of its length,
and secured thereto throughout the remaining
portion by means of metallic plates or buttons
and pins, and folding legs, substantially as
and for the purpose set forth.

2. The combination of the folding rails A A,
the detachable legs D? D? the clamps E E,
buttons E/ E/, and the frame F, the parts be-
ing constructed and arranged to operate sub-
stantially as and for the purpose described.

3. In a folding cot-bedstead, the combina-
tion of the jointed rails A A, plates A2A?, and
pins A3 arranged to operate substantially as
and for the purpose set forth,

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own 1 affix my signature in presence of
two witnesses.

ORSAMUS A. WHITE.

Witnesses:
O. E. KELLo0GG,
T. H. KELLOGG.




