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To all whom it may concern :
Be it known that I, THoMAS LrEs, of Ches-
ter, in the county of Delaware and State of

Pennsylvania, have invented certain new and

useful Improvements in Document or File
Holders, of which the following is a specifica-
tion:

The objeet of my invention is to provide a
simple, cheap, and conveniently-portable de-
vice for holding documents or files, so that
the same shall be retained in their relative
positions when not in use, and that any or
all of them may be conveniently removed and
replaced whenever desired. .

'To these ends my improvements consist in
the combination of a base-piece having side
flanges, a vertical plate secured to one of the
ends of the base-piece, and a movable clamp-
ing-plate, which slides between guides se-
cured at one end to the vertical plate and at
the other to a support on the base-piece, and
which may be adjusted at and locked in dif-
ferent positions, as desired,in the length of the
guides, all as hereinafter more fully set forth.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
is an isometrical view of a document-holder
embodying my improvements; Fig. 2, a trans-
verse section of the same; Fig. 3, an isomet-
rical view of one of my improved document-
holders, showing another arrangement of the
locking device; and Fig. 4, a transverse sec-
tion of the same.

To carry out my invention, I provide a base-
piece, A, which is preferably-of light sheet
metal, and which has a vertical plate, Al, at
one of its ends, said plate being either se-
cured. to or formed in one piece with the base-
piece. A similar but shorter plate or sup-
port, A? is formed upon or secured to the op-
posite end of the base-piece, and the plates
Al and A? are connected by the horizontal
guide-bars B. The width of the base-piece
A is slightly greater than that of the docu-
ments which it is designed to contain, and it
is turned up at each side, so as to form lon-
gitudinal flanges or stops a, between which
the bottoms of said documents rest. ‘

‘Wires or light bars ‘may be substituted for
the side flanges, if deemed preferable.

A vertical clamping-plate, C, is fitted to
slide between the guide-bars B, being re-

tained thereon by proper loops or catches ¢,
and rests at bottom on the base-piece. A
bottom flange, ¢’, should be formed upon
one or both sides of the clamping-plate C, to
prevent it from canting over out of its nor-
mal vertical position. A longitudinal series
of openings or perforations, b, is formed in
each of the guide-bars B, as close together
as practicable, to receive the outer ends of
two spring catches or bolts, e, which are fit-
ted in a case, B, secured transversely upon
the clamping-plate, and are provided at their
inner ends with thumb-pieces b', for moving
them inwardly against the resistance of their
springs, the tendency of which springs is to
force the bolts into the perforations of the
guide-bars.

It will be seen that by this arrangement
the clamping-plate may be moved along the
guide-bars and secured in proper position
therein to correspond with the thickness of
the series of documents or files to be inserted
between it and the vertical end plate A!, and
may be released from and returned to its po-
sition, to admit of the ready removal and re-
placement of one or more of the documents,
as desired.

Figs. 3 and 4 show a modification of the de-
vice by which the clamping-plate C is held
in desired position. In this instance a series
of notches or recesses, » is formed on the
upper sides of the guide-bars B, instead of
providing the bars with perforations b, as be-
fore described, and, in lien of the sliding
catches ¢, I employ vibrating catches or claws
¢!, which are secured upon the ends of a trans-
verse rock-shaft, E!, mounted in bearings ¢?
on the plate C above the guide-bars, and pro-
vided with a thumb-piece, E? at or near its
center.

A spring, E?, is connected at its upper end
to the thumb-piece E2%, and at its lower to a
hook or staple, ¢ on the clamping-plate, its
tendency being to draw the free ends of the
catches el into the notches 0% of the guide-bars,
and there retain them until released by the
application of pressure to the thumb - piece
E2, and to a corresponding fixed piece, E*, se-
cured upon the clamping-plate above the shaft
E!, which carries the catches.

Myimprovements are particularly adaptable
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to use in public offices, in which such facili-
ties for the storage of series of documents of
different descriptions must be provided as
that any desired document can readily be ob-
tained and replaced in its proper position with-
out the displacement of the others.

I claim as my invention and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent—

1. In a document or file holder, a base-piece
having vertical ends, united by notched or per-
forated guide-bars, combined with a movable
clamping-plate, provided with spring catches
or bolts to engage the notches or perforations
of the guide-bars, substantially as set forth.

2. As a documentor file holder, a base-piece
having side flanges and vertical ends, united
by notched or perforated guide-bars, combined
with a movable clamping-plate, provided with
a foot and spring catches or bolts to engage
the notches or perforations of the guide-bars,
substantially as set forth.

THOMAS LEES.
Witnesses:

JAMES C. BROUGHTON,
W. B. BROOMALL.




