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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JNo. M. CLARK, of
Dayton, in the county of Montgomery and
State of Obhio, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Portable Book-Racks;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the same.

This invention relates to that class of port-
able book-racks which can be folded and car-
ried between the leaves as a book-mark.

My improvement consists in the application
of a hinged locking device, whereby the parts
can be held interlocked when the rack is set
up and ready for use, as will be herewith de-
scribed and specifically claimed.

To enable others skilled in the art to which
my invention appertains to make and use the
same, I would thus proceed to deseribe it, re-
ferring to the accompanying drawings, in
which—

Figure 1 represents a front elevation of my
improved book-rack folded and ready to be
placed between the leaves of a book. Fig. 2
is an end elevation of the same opened and
ready for use. Fig. 3is a plan view of the

lower front corner of the device.

My rack consists of a rectangular or other
shaped body, A, uf sheet metal or sufficiently
stiff paper, having its sides bent into loops a,
which embrace and form bearings for the wire
standards B, of the shape indicated. These
latter are free to be turned in their bearings,

-

80 as to occupy either of the positions repre-
sented in Figs. 1 and 2.

To hold the standards locked in the posi-
tion indicated by Fig. 2, I turn up the bottom
edge of the body A into a loop or bearing, ¢,
in which is confined a piece of wire, whose
bent ends d have the shape shown. When
the rack is used as a book-mark these ends d
occupy the position shown in Fig. 1; but when
the standards are turned at right angles to
the body, as in Fig. 2, the ends d are turned
down, and the crooked portions f envelop
the turned-up portions g of the standards, as
shown in Figs. 2 and 3, thus preventing the
standards from being moved and effectually
interlocking the parts. The book, when placed
with its back against the body A, is held open
by the turned-up portions g of the standards.

Having thus fully described my invention,
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent—

In a book-rack, the combination of a body,
A, and hinged standards B with the hinged
locking-wire d, pivoted to the lower portion of
the body, as and for the purpose specified.

Witness my hand this 15th day of Septem-
ber, A. D. 1877.

JOHN M. CLARK.

Witnesses :
CHas. M. PECK,
P. H. GUNCKEL.




