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Specification formmcr part of Letters Patent No. 202,79%; dated April 23, 1878; application filed
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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, LEANDER K. DUTTON,
of Oskaloosa, in the county of Mahaska and
State of Iowa, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Burial- Vaults; and
I dohereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description of my inventiop,
which wi.l enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same,
reference being bhad to the accompanying
drawings, which form a part of this speciﬁca
tion, and in which—

F1gure 1lisatopplan. Fig.2isa s1de view.
Fig. 3 is a longitudinal vertical section, and
Fig. 4 is a cross-section.

Similar letters of reference denote corre-
sponding parts in all the figures.

This invention relates to certain improve-
ments in burial caskets or vaults, consisting
of a metallic shell, having a filling of cement

" or artificial stone, substantially.as hereinafter

more fully shown and described.

In the drawings, A is the body of the vault
or casket, consisting of a metallic box, taper-
ing toward the bottom, and having at its up-
per edge a ridge, a, bent outwardly, and sexv-
ing principally as a stiffener. To the inside
of the box are secured beveled or bent strips
b b, and it is filled with a lining of cement an
inch or more in thickness. The cement is de-
posited while plastic, and is, when hardened,
retained in position by the strips bd. A V-
shaped groove, ¢, is formed in the upper edge
of the cement lining.

B is the arched cover, which consists, like
the box A, of a metallic shell, having a lining
of artlﬁclal stone, retained in position by strips
d d. The edge of the artificial- stone lining
forms a V- shaped ridge, ¢, which fits in the
groove ¢. The cover B is provided with han-

dles f f, so that it may easily be removed or
placed in position, as may be required.
The advantages of my invention will be |

readily seen from the foregoing description,
taken in connection with the drawings hereto
annexed. After depositing the body in the
casket, cement is placed in the groove ¢, when,
by placing the cover in position, it is hermeti-
cally and automatically sealed.

The ridge a affords a substantial hold for
carrying the casket, and the cover may be
easily manipulated by the handles secared
thereto.

Owing to the strips b b, the metallic shell
cannot spring out from the stone lining, but
will at all times remain in its original shape,
and present a neat and finished appearance.

The metallic shell may, of course, be painted
or covered with cloth, &c., whenever such or-
namentation is found desirable.

Having thus deseribed my invention, I
claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent
of the United States—

1. As an improvement in burial vaults or
caskets, the metallic shell A, having ontward-
ly-bent ridges a @, and cement or artificial-
stone hmng, having at the top a V-shaped
groove, ¢, in combination with the arched
cover, consisting of a shell, the cement or arti-
ficial-stone lining of which is provided with a
V-shaped ridge, e, substantially as and for the
purpose herein set forth,

2. In a burial vault or easket consisting of
a metallic shell having a lining of artiticial
stone, the beveled or bent strips b b, attached
permanently to the metallic shell, substan-
tially as and for the purpose herein shown and
specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

LEANDER K. DUTTON.

Witnesses:
W. F. McCovy,
‘W. H. MINNICK.




