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To all whom it may concern

Be it known that 1, JoSEPH W. RooP, of
the city of Louisville, in the county of Jeffer-
son and State of Kentucky, have invented a
certain new and useful Improvement in Cot-
ton-Bale Ties; and I do hereby declare that
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
scription thereof, which will enable others
skilled in the art to make and use the same,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification, in
which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved bale-tie, the two parts being connected,
looking at the inner or bale side of the same.
Fig. 2is a similar view with the two parts
disconnected. Fig. 3 is a plan view of a piece
of mefal from which the buckle and catch-bar
are cut, illustrating the method of manufac-
ture.

This invention is in the nature of an im-
provement in bale-ties or band-fastenings; and
the invention consists in a flat metal plate or
buckle, having a slot in one end, through
which one end of the tie or band is passed
and then bent back upon itself, so as to be
held by the expansive pressure of the bale,
said buckle having hooks upon its other end,
with which engages a catch-bar riveted to the
other end of the band, and of the shape of a
block T, the said hooks on the before-men-
tioned buckle being tongues projecting from
the metal of said buckle, and converted into
hooks by being bent back upon said buckle
in a plane parallel to that of the buckle, so
that said hooks shall lie entirely within the
edge of the buckle, in contradistinction to L-
shaped hooks cut directly out of the metal,
and brought into position for use by being
bent upward laterally at right angles to the
plane of the buckle, and standing outside
the edges of the buckle, and as distingnished
from lugs made upon the face of the buckle.

The invention further comsists in forming
the tie or buckle and catch-bar complete at
one operation from a single piece of flat metal,
the hooks being bent back subsequently by
suitable mechanism.

In the drawings before referred to, A is
the bale-band orhoop; B, the buckle, through
a slot, a, in one end of which one end of the
band is passed and bent back upon itself, so
as to lie snugly against the face of the bale
and be held by the expansive pressure of the
bale.

The buckle B is of a piece of flat metal,
without curves or bends, except hooks C C
on one end, which hooks are tongues project-
ing from the metal and bent back upon it in

{1 @ plane parallel therewith, and extending

rearwardly on its under side or face, so as to
lie upon the face of the bale. These hooks
are within or in line with the edges of the
sides of the buckle, so as to remove any pro-
jecting surfaces for catching against other
articles, and they are turned down and lie
against the bale for the same reason, and for
the additional purpose of preventing acci-
dental uncoupling of the tie when secured
upon or about the bale.

D is the catch-bar—a flat piece of metal of
the shape of a block T—the arms of which
engage the hooks C on the buckle when its
shank shall have been secured to the bale-
band for the purpose of tying the band. This
catch-bar D may be riveted to the band.

Before the band is secured about the bale
its end A’ is drawn through the slot ¢ in the
buckle to such extent as to adjust the band to
the bale when said end is bent back, as de-
seribed.

In making my improved bale-tie, I take a
piece of flat sheet or plate metal, (see Fig. 3,)
of rectangular shape, and by means of a suit-
able die or punch I cut, at one operation, the
slot @, the tongues C C, the catch-bar D, and
its rivet-holes b b, the shank of the catch-bar
being the portion removed to form the tongues
for the hooks, which hooks are formed by
bending back the said tongues. By this

method bale-ties are expeditiously and cheaply
made, and are very simple.

‘What I claim is—

1. The within-described bale-tie, consisting
of the buckle B, having the slot a in one end,
and the hooks C, bent back uponitin a plane
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parallel therewith, and within the edges of
the sides of the buckle and underneath the
same, in combination with the catch-bar D, of
the shape of a block T, riveted to the band
A, and adapted to engage with the hooks C,
substantially as specified.
. 2. In the manufacture of the bale-tie shown
and described, the buckle B, hook-tongues C,

and the catch-bar D, cut from a single flat
piece of metal at one and the same operation,
substantially as described.

JOSEPH W. ROOP.
Witnesses:

FRANK PARDON,
C. HEwITT.




