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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JoRN S. SHAW, of Jop-
lin, county of Jasper, and State of Missouri,
have invented a new and Improved Fire-Es-
cape, of which the following is a specification:

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents a front view of my improved fire-
escape as stored away in the hollow sill of a
window, the dotted lines indicating its posi-
tion for use; and Fig. 2 is a modified form of
the ladder. ‘

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts. .

The objeet of this invention is to furnish a
fire-escape for buildings and other purposes
that is always ready for use, quickly stored
‘away after nse, and of strong and reliable con-
struction. ) ‘

The invention will first be describedin con-
nection with the drawing, and then pointed
out in the claim, : :

Referring to the drawing, A represents a
hollow window-sill, made of cast-iron or other
material, and with a hinged door, B, that is
closed by pivot-studs, spring-catches, or in any
other suitable manner.. The hollow sill forms

an interior chamber, in which is stored a fold-
ing ladder, C, of any suitable construction,
the links and rounds being bent of one piece
of wire, of suitable thickness, and jointed to-
gether, as shown in Figs.1 or 2; or any other

construction of folding ladder may be used,
provided it is of sufficient length and strength,
and capable of being completely stored in the
chamber of the hollow sill. The uppermost
link of the ladder is attached, by a ring, @, at
one end, to a fixed vertical rod, b, of the hol-
low sill, and by a chain, d, attached to the
other end of the link and to the sill, so that
the ladder is suspended on rod b and chain d
when taken out of the chamber and dropped
with the rounds in horizontal position.

The ladder is dropped at a moment’s no-
tice for use, in case of danger, and conve-
niently stored in the sill by folding the links
together, as shown in Fig, 1. Thus a simple,
peat, and always available fire-escape for
buildings, mining, and other purposes is fur-
nished. :

Having thus fully described my invention, I
claim as new and.-desire to secure by Letters
Patent— , '

The combination of the vertical rod fixed to
the sill, the connecting-chain, and the upper-
most link of the folding ladder,.the latter be-
ing allowed to slide, by means of aring, along
the rod, as and for the purpose specified.

JOHN SIMPKIN SHAW.

Witnesses:
W, H. McGOWAN,
GEORG CLARANCE.




