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To all 1wlom it may concern: .

Be it kuown that I, Pmiie Oz, of Wil
Hamsport,in the county of Lycoming and State
of Penusylvania, have invented o new and use-
ful Improvement in Game-Counters; and I do
hereby declare that the following is a full and
exaet desceription of the same, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, and to the
letters of reference marked thereon.

The object I have in view is the production
of a game-counter for scoring the counts maide
in games of various kinds; which will be con-
venient in use, will always retain the count
when placed in any position, and even when
shaken around or knocked off the table, and
will be ornaunental, simple, and durable in con-
struction, the same device eing also adapted,
without materially altering its construction,
for use as 2 toy, or as an aid to instruction in
teaching counting and adding, or can be em-
ployed . by business men for keeping count or
tally of various articles; and my invention
therein conxists, mainly, in providing such a
device with cords or wires, upon which the
beads or buttons are strung, and with one or
more spiral springs, placed at right angles to
the cords or wires, for keeping the beads or
buttons scparate on the opposite sides of such
spirul spring or springs, as fully hereinafter
exi:lained.

n the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a game-counter embodying my inven-
" tion; Fig. 2, a longitudinal section of the same

in front of one of the wiresorconds; Fig.3,aplan
view of a connter arranged to keep rix scores;
Fig. 4, n view of a'counter for keeping tally
of articles of various kinds; Fig. 5, a view of
a single tally.
Like letters denote corresponding parts.
“The conuter or tally is composcd of a shal-
low rectangular box, A, having bottom a, sides
a', and ends a*. This box is adapted to be set
flat upon a table, and may be finished and or-
namented in any way to make it attractive.
" In the box A are mountod the cords or wires
B, which are stretched horizontally in the zame
far enough below the sides and ends of the
-box to protect the beads or buttons b, which
are strung upon them. These buttons are
made of any suitable material, and preferably
- of about the shape shown iu the drawings, and

for ornamentation may be of various colors,
Below the wires I3, about centrally. between
the outward limits of movement of cieli set of
buttons, is arranged a spiral spring, C, which
is ‘connected at its ends, in any snitable nman-
ner, to the sides « of the box. This spring
must be quite fine and elastie, so as to allow
the buttons to be easily pushed over it, but
still unyielding enough to keep the buttons
on either side of the spring until pushed one
way or the other. By these means the count
is accurately kept, since the position of the
huttons cannot be accidentally changed. To
better sustain the spring C in the desired po-
sition, I provide the box with short supports
¢, which are secured to the bottom a ot the
box, and projeet upwardly from the same cen-
trally between and below every two of the
wires 13. - These supports have holes cut in
them near their tops, through which passes
loosely the spring; or the spring may be di-

‘vided at each support and secured to the op-

posite sides of the same, or secured to such
supports without being divided. ’

1t is evident that a rubber or other elastic
atrap or cord could be used in place of the
spiral spring, if desived, or that a leaf-spring,
with its center bent up into the patti of move-
ment of the buttous, could be placed on the
bottom of the box longitudinally beneath each
of the wirex.

The box A is divided by transverse parti-
tions A’, extending between the sides a!y and
of the mune height as said sides. The wires
or cords B pass through these partitions, and
in the spaces formed by them are arranged
the different sets of buttons. The partitions
separate the sets of huttons for conuting the
different features of the gume, and centrally.
in each of these spaces are situated ‘one of the
springs C and its supports c.

In Fig. 1 is shown u conunter desigued espe-
cially for keeping record of a two-hand game,
or where two countx are to be kept,  Thix form
has two wires, and the box ix divided into
three spaces, The edges of the box may have
marked upon them the ohjeet of cach set of
buttons. The cential space is for keeping the
current record, and the wires Bin this space
may have auy desird number of buattons,
They are siown with cleven cach; but the nun-
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“ber may be five or {wenty-one, or any ether
number. The space at the right is designed
to be wxed for recording any number over the

- mmmber of hattons in the central space, each
-one of these buttons being considered equiva-
lent to all the buttons on one string in sach
central space; or jt may be used for scoring

- the ganes won, The space on the left of the
central space may be used for games lost or
won, . - s :

~ . InFig. 3 is shown 3 counter constructed to
keep six scores, "This counter is exactly like

the one just described, with the exception that-

the box is widened aml more wires added.
The tally shown in Fig. 4 can be used for
various purposes—for counting money, keep-
ing record of lumber of different Kinds while
< heing loaded or unloaded, scoring the number
= of ags of grain, burrels of flour, &e. ’
< A single tally is shown in F.5.5. This may
be used 't saomo_extent for the same purpose
as the one shown in Fig. 4, or for a toy for
childven, or as an aid to teachiers in teaching
children to count and add, .
It is evident that any number of wires or

¢
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cords can be used in ono counter, and any
number of buttons placed upon each wire, and
that the number of partitions and spaces can
be changed without departing from the spirit
of my invention, C

The convenicnce and certainty of my tallies
form their chief advantage, while their sim-
Licity and attractiveness will commend them
for the various purposes described.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I «laim as new therein, and desire to se.
cure by Letters Patent, js-—

1. Inacounter, the spring G, stretched trans-
versely across the line of movement of the
beads or buttons, for keeping them scparate,
substantially as described,

2. Ina counter, the spring C and supports
¢ between the lines of beads or buttons, sub-
stuntially as deseribed and shown,

This specification signed and witnessed this
Lith day of Mareh, 1878,

PHILIP ORTH.

Witnesses:
R. N, Dygg,
WARREN SEELY.



