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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE

CYRUS A. DODGE, OF MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT.

I‘MPROV'E‘M ENT ‘IN WASH ING-MACHINES.

’ Spemﬁcatlon formma part of Letters Patent No. 203,250, dated May 7 1878 apphna,tmn filed
‘ o J anuary 18, 1878. . ,

To all whom zt maiy concern:
~ Be it known that T, CYRUS A. DODGE, of
Mlddlebury, in’ the county of ‘Addison and
State of Vermont, have invented cértain new
and’ usefnl Improvementb in Washing - Ma-
chines; and I do héreby declare the followmg
to be a full, clear, and exact déscription of the
invention, Such as will enablé others skilled
in the art to which it pertains to maké and |
use it; reference being had t6 the acéompany-
ing drawmgs, Wthh form part of this specifi-
¢ation,

My invention relates to an 1mpr0vement in
pounder Washmg machines; the object being

to prowde an actua’omcrlever for a pounder.

washing-machine, of such construetion, that
the lever may be moved either laterally or
vertically, and, also. be readﬂy contracted or
expanded i in length to permit the pounder to
be placed in any portion of the tub while the
machine i§ bemg operated.

My invéntion consists, first, in a pounder
washing- ma.chlne, having an actuatmg lever,
¢onstructed and adapted to be readily ex-
panded or contracted in length whereby the
pounder maJy be carried to any pormon of the
tub by moving thé free end of said lever to-

ward or from it§ fulerium.

My invention further consists in. the several |

details’ of ‘construction and combmatlons of
parts, as will be hereinafter described, and |
pointed out in the claims, -

In the accompanymg drawings, Flgme 11|
a side elevation of oné form of pounder wash- |
ing- -machine embodying my invention, Fig.
2 1s a plan view of the same, showmg the
pounder in the center of the tub. . Fig. 3 is a
plan view, showing the lever wher expanded
- or drawn out to its full length. Fig. 4 repre-
sents a similar view, with the lever comtracted
to allow the pounder to be located near the
fulerum. = Fig. 5is a plan view, showing the
pounder at one side of the tub. Figs. 6,7,
and 8 show modified forms of construction.

A represents an ordinary tub. B is an in-
verted U-shaped clamp, provided with a set-
serew, b, wherebysaid clamp maybe removably
secured to the upper edge of the tub. . To the
upper part of the clamp is secured, or formed
solid therewith, an arm, C, w1t11111 the outer
end of which is plvoted a stud D, the latter

havmg the bars B pivoted to its upper “end.

To the opposite ends of bars B are pivoted
the ends of the bars ¥, the opposite ends of
the latter being p1voted to the end of the rigid
portion of the actuating-lever G. H is a
pounder-shaft, pr0v1ded with a series of holes,
¢, to allow said shaft to be adjustably secured
to the lever G by meéans of a removablé pin,
d. The openmg ¢ in the lever G is of suffi-
- cient length to allow @ rocking movement of
the pounder—shaft in order that the latter may
bé rétained in a vertwal position, regardless
1 of thé position or inclination of the actuating-
lever.

Instead of formmov an openmg m lever
G for the mtroductmn of the poundler shaﬂ:
thé latter may be slotted to receive said lever,
and thus, the same results will bé secured.

From theaboveé it will be understoodthat the
Iength of leverage will be increased or dimin-
ished as the handle orrigid portion G is moved.
toward or away. from, the stud D, Whlch con-
stitutes the fulerum for the lever, the latter
being pivoted thereto in such a manner that
said lever may be treely moved either in a
vertical or latéral direction. In Fig. 2 the

pounder I is répresented as being placed in
‘the center of the tub. :

‘When it is desired. to operate the pounder‘
rin that portion of the tub opposite the ful-
crum, the operator may continue to recipro-
cate the poundér, and by drawmg out the
1ever without removmg ‘the hand from the
‘same, can bring thé pounder to. operate in
such portlon of the tub. This position of the
pounder is 111ustrated in Fig. 3. When it is

‘desired to operate the pounder at a point in

‘the tub neat the fulerum of the léver, as shown
in Fig. 4, the handle is forced toward the ful-
crum, and the pivoted bars expand or recede
from each other, thus allowing the pounder to
be freely operated near the fulerum. The
pounder may also be operated at the side -of
the tub without the necessity of any change
of position on the part of the operator, as
clearly illustrated by the position of the sev-

eral parts of the lever in Fig. 5.

Fig. 6 represents a mod1ﬁed form of con-
structlon, embodying the same principle of
operation as has been heretofore described.
The clamp B is of the same form, and is se-



2 203,250

cured to the tub A in the manner illustrated
in Fig. 1. The actuating-lever J consists of
the pivoted sliding lever K and handle K.
Lever K is pivoted to a stud, L, which is swiv-
eled in the arm O, attached to the clamp,
whereby said lever may be freely moved ei-
ther in a vertical or lateral direction. The

handle K is attached to the lever K by means

of the sleeves of rings I. The pounder-shaft
M, provided with pounder M/, is preferably
slotted to receive said levers, and also pro-
vided with a series ‘of holes, m, whereby it
may be secured in a vertically-adjustable man-
ner to part K’ by a removable pin, m’. )

The construction of washing-machine last
described is such that the pounder may be
readily operated in any portion of the tub, as
the actuating-lever has free lateral and verti-
cal movement; and, as it is adapted to be ex-
panded or contracted in length, the pounder
may be carried toward or from the center of
the tub in any direction desired. :

Fig. 7 represents another modification of my
improvement. In thiscasetheactuating-lever
is of telescopic form, one end, N, being piv-
oted to the swiveled stud O,.while its other
end is received within the tube P, the latter
serving as the handle. The pounder-shaft o is
slotted for the reception of the tubular handle
P, and is pivoted in a vertically-adjustable
manner to said handle in any manner. Inthe
present construction a perforated lug, p,is at-
tached to the lower side of said handle, and
the pounder-shaft is pivoted to said lug by
means of a removable pin, p’. This constrac-
tion embodies the same principle of operation
as the forms of construction heretofore de-
scribed. The actuating -lever may be freely
moved either in a vertical or lateral direction,
and, as the lever is-constructed to be expanded
or contracted in length, it enables the pounder
to be moved to any portion of the tub.

Fig. 8 represents another modification em-
bodying my invention. In this instance the
actuating-lever consists of the handle portion
Q, to which the pounder-shaft is adjustably
secured, in the manner hereinbefore described,
and the lazy-tongs R, which is pivoted at one
end to the handle Q and at the other end to a
swiveled socket, S. The crossed levers T, of

“which the lazy-tongs is composed, will ap-
proach each other as the pounder is drawn
away from the fulerum, and recede from each

other as the pounder is moved toward said ful-
crum., '

I am aware that pounder washing-machines
have been heretofore provided with an actuat-
ing-lever which is adapted to slide to and fro
within a fulecrum located at one side of the tub,
asillustrated in the patent to L. Caldwell dated
September 24, 1872, No. 131,659, and hence I
make no claim to such construction, as in my
improved pounder washing-machine the actu-
ating-lever has no sliding movement within
the fulecrum, but is pivoted thereto, and the
outer or handle end of the lever is adapted and
arranged to have alongitudinal movement im-
parted thereto. :

In view of the fact that my invention is of
such a character that it may be embodied in
different forms of construction, I would have
it understood that I do not limit myself to the
particular construction and arrangement of
parts shown and described, as many variations
can be devised without departing from the
spirit of my invention. '

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— '

1. In a pounder washing-machine, the com-
bination,with apounder-shafthaving apounder
attached thereto, of an actuating-lever piv-
oted to a stationary fulecrum attached to the

tub, said lever composed of two or more parts,

which parts are arranged and combined in
such a manner that that portion of the lever
between the pounder-shaft and fulerum may
be expanded or contracted in length, whereby
the pounder may be carried to any part of the
tub by means of a lever, one end of which is
pivoted to a fulerum and maintains a fixed
relative position thereto at all times, substan-
tially as set forth.

2. In a pounder washing-machine, an actu-
ating-lever, cousisting of bars or levers pivoted
to each other and to a swiveled or pivoted ful-
crum at one end, while their opposite ends are
pivoted toa handlecarrying the pounder-shaft,
substantially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand.

CYRUS A. DODGE.

Witnesses: .
H. A. SEYMOUR,
THOMAS B. HALL.




