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To oll whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, HENRY C. BAILEY, of
Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State of
Massachusetts, have invented certain newand
useful Improvements in Book Clamps or Car-

‘riers; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description
thereof, which will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
‘ingdrawings, and to letters of reference marked
thereon, which form apartof this specification,
in which—

Figure 1 represents a side elevation of my
improved book-clamp as applied to a couple of
books, and Fig. 2 a similar view of the clamp

- detached, ready to receive the books. Fig. 3
represents a plan view of my improved clamp,
the cam-handle resting in the position shown
inFig.1. -

The main object of my invention is to pro-
vide a simple and efficient book-clamp for the
use of children in carrying their books to and
from school.

The invention consists in the use of a pecu-
liarly-constructed combined cam and handle,
in connection with a binding-strap and two
clamp plates or boards, in the manner to be
hereinafter set forth, whereby, when applied
to the books, they are held securely in place
while being carried about from place to place.

To enable those skilled in the art to make
and construct my invention, I will now proceed
to describe its parts in detail. .

Inthe drawings, A represents a cam-handle,’

formed of two principal parts, of which the
upper part a constitutes the handle by which
the package is carried, and the lower part b the
cam by which the strap is tightened and held
in place when the books are in place. The
two are formed in one piece, and are provided
with an axial arm, ¢, which, at its middle, has
a boss or hub, d, which enables it to turn, when
in place, on a pivotal pin, f, which, for this
purpose, is mounted in suitable openings
formed in the upper end of two standards, e,
that are erected upon and secured to the upper
side and at or near the middle of the upper
clamp plate or board B, as seenin Figs. 1 and 2.

The cam-handle A is mounted upon the piv-

otal pin f between the standards ¢, in the
manner illustrated in Figs. 2 and 3. :

The standards ¢ are made of such height
with respect to the cam when mounted, and
its eccentricity, as that, when the latter is
turned as shown in Fig. 1, it will tightly com-
press the binding-strap D between its face and
the outer face of the upper clamp-plate B, on
which the standards are mounted.  The form
of the cam b and its arrangement with respect
to the outer face of clamp B are such that the
moment it is moved or commences to move
from the position it occupies in Fig. 2 toward
the position it has assumed in Fig.1 it begins
to draw on the strap D, and as the movement
progresses tightens the latter, and thereby
compresses the clamps B and C against the
books inclosed between them, and when it has
fairly assumed the position shown in Fig. 1
tightly holds the strap in that position.

B represents the upper,-and C the lower,
clamp plate or board, and may. be made of
any suitable form and material. In each end
of these plates is cut a slot; or, if desired, a
simple deep notch in the ends of the plates may
be substituted therefor.

D represents the strap through which the
pressure is exerted upon the plates and books.
The form of the strap is not material ; but a
flat strap of leather is preferred. This strap,
at one end, %, is secured to one end of the
upper side of the upper plate B in any suit-
able or well-known way. ~Its free end is then
passed through-the slot o of upper plate B,
thence through slot o’ of plate C, whence it is
led along the under side of the latter to its
other end, and thence passed through slot o
in the latter, and from there up- through slot
0"’ in the other end of plate B, whence it is
carried along the upper side of the latter,
between it and the cam A b, to the point of
beginning, as fully shown in Fig. 2. In this
condition 1t is ready to receive the books in-
tended to be clamped. The books having
been. inserted, the strap is partially tightened
by hand, a little slack, as in Fig. 2, being left.
The cam b is then turned by handle ¢ until it
assumes the position shown in Fig, 1, when
the operation is complete and the books ready
for transportation by the handle A q.
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If desired, a spring or pivoted drop-catch
may be attached to either of the standards e,
and a notch cut on the edge or side of the cam
b, in such ‘manner as to engage with each
other when the handle A ¢ and cam A b is in
the position shown in Fig. 1. Such an ar-
rangement of devices will prevent any possi-
bility of the strap becoming loose by an acci-
dental turning of the cam b from any cause
whatsoever. The cam b and handle ¢ may, if
desired, be connected together by a simple
arm running directly from the omne to the
other, without the aid of a peripheral connee-
tion, m, as shown in the drawings ; or the same
may be effected in any other suitable and
known manner.

Having described my invention, T claim—

The cam-handle A, consisting of the handle
@ and cam b, constructed substantially as de-
seribed, as combined and arranged to operate
in eonnection with the standards e, strap D,
and clamp-plate B, for the purpose set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I affix my signature in presence of
two witnesses.

HENRY C. BAILEY.

‘Witnesses:
WILLIAM S. LINCOLN,
W. R. EVANs.



