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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES OTTO HAM-
MER, of Pittsburg, county of Allegheny, and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new
and useful Improvement in Bottle-Stopples;
and I do hereby declare that the following is
a full and exact description thereof, reference
being had to the accompanying drawmgs, and
to the letters of reference marked thereon.

My improvement in stoppers for bottles con-
sists in surrounding the neck of the bottle with
a metallic band, to two lugs of which is piv-
oted a bail, to which is pivoted a lever, and to
the lower end of which lever is pivoted an
elastic stopper, the pivotal points of the said
lever and of the cap being so arranged with
relation to each other that they are on differ-
ent planes, both vertical and horizontal, where-
by the elastic stopper, when placed in the
throat of the bottle, will yield to the down-
ward pressure of the projection of the lever, to
which the cap is pivoted, when forcing upward
the lever and bail into a vertical position, as
shown in Figurel,in which position the pivotal
point of the lever and of bail are on aline with
the vertical axis of the bottle and stopper,
thereby holding and locking them in a verti-
cal position by the upward pressure of the elas-
tie stoppercombined with the peculiar position
of the pivot-points of the bail, cap, and lever.

To enable others skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will proceed to de-
scribe its construetion and operation.

In the accompanying drawings, which form
part of my specification, Fig. 1 is a front
elevation of a bottle provided with my im-
proved stopple, representing the stopple and
position of the lever and bail when the bottle
is hermetically sealed. Fig. 2 represents the
position of the lever, bail, and stopple when the
bottle is unsealed. Flg 3 represents a verti-

cal section of the lever, cap, and coniformed
stopple. Tig. 4 represents a longitudinal sec-
tion of the lever and transverse section of the
cap.

In' the drawings, A represents the bottle,
around the neck of which is placed a band, B,
having lugs C, in which is pivoted a ball D
which passes bhrough the lever ¢ at o, which
is pivoted to projection &' at f to the metallic
cap g, to the under side of which is secured an
elastic coniformed stopple, k. The band B, at
4, is bent back, so as to form hooks %, for the
purpose of drawing the band closely to the
neck of the bottle by means of alink, !, formed
of wire, by twisting it, as shown at m. Incase
of the bottle bemg broken by accident, by un-
twisting the part m of the link I the band B
may be opened out, and its bail, lever, cap,
and stopple can be removed from the neck of
the broken bottle.

The operation of my improvement is as fol-
lows: Theelastic coniformed stopple his placed
in the mouth of the bottle, and the lever e
thrown from the horizonfal position repre-
sented in Fig. 4 to the vertical position shown
in Figs.1and 3, the lever having an eccentric
action, Whereby the stoppleis pressed down in
the mouth of the bottle, so as to hermetically
seal it and hold it in a locked position.

Having thus described my improvement,
what I claim is—

The lever'e, having side projections x and ',
combined with the bail-band and the cap g,
pivoted to the side projection «/, said lever e
being pivoted on the bail at o, the whole con-
structed, arranged, and operating as herein
descmbed and for the purpose set forth.

CHARLES OTTO HAMMER.
- Witnesses:
A. C. JOHNSTON,
H ADLER,




