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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

THOMAS B. HAND, OF BALTIMORE, MARYLAND.

IMPROVEMENT IN HARNESS ATTACHMENTS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 203,823, dated May 21, 1878;. application filed
’ April 20, 1878.

To_all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THOMAS BARTON HAND,
of Baltimore, in the county of Baltimore and
State of Maryland, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Harness Attach-
ments; and I do hereby declare the following
© to be a full, clear, and exact description of the
invention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it pertains to make and use
it, reference being had to the aceompanying
drawings,which form part of this specification.

My inventionrelates to an improved harness
attachment for checking runaway horses. ,

The object of the invention is to provide a
simple and comparatively inexpensive attach-
ment for a harness, a portion of which shall
be adapted to be secured to the fore-leg of a
horse, and the several straps and parts so con-

structed and arranged that the free movement |

of the horse shall not beimpeded or interfered
with unless he should become frightened or
unruly and attempt to escape, and in such
case the driver, by simply pulling lightly on
one of the straps of the attachment, can im-
mediately bring the animal under subjection
and prevent his escape.

My invention consists in the combination,
with a pair of safety-reins, of a leg-strap
adapted to be secured to the fore-leg of a horse,
and a ring and spring rein-holder attached to
the harness-tug, the several parts being ar-
ranged in such a manner that by pulling on

one of the reins the attachment will not in--

terfere with the free movement of the horse,

but by pulling on the other safety-rein operates

to prevent the horse from carrying hisleg for-

ward, and thus brings him under immediate
- subjection. -

My invention further consists in the several
details of construction and combinations of
parts, as will more fully appear from the fol-
lowing description and claims.

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 rep-
resents my improved attachment applied to a
*horse, and secured to the harness and retained
in its proper position when not desired for use.
Fig. 2 represents the relative position of the

several parts of the attachment when in use

to check a runaway horse.
A represents a harness-tug provided with a

depending shield or protection, B, which pre-

vents the leg-strap from abrading the skin of
the horse. O is a metallic plate, attached to
the tug A or shield B, said plate. being pro-
vided with a ring, a, and a spring-catch or
strap-holder, b. Safety-strap D passes through
the ring ¢, fastened to the hip-strap E, and is
fastened at one end to a leg-strap, F, by
means of a buckle or snap-hook, @&, or in any
other desired manner. Leg-strap F consists
of a band of sufficient length to surround the
leg of a horse above the knee, one end of the
band having a ring orloop, d, secured thereto,
and through which passes the other end of the
strap. To the free end of the leg-strap is se-
cured the snap-hook of the safety strap or rein.

It will be observed that when strain is ex-
erted on the safety strap or rein the leg-strap
is tightly bound around the leg of the horse
above the knee, and hence there is no liability
ofits becoming displaced when desired for use.
H is a cord or strap, one end of which ex-
tends to the vehicle, while the other end is
passed through the ring ¢ on the hip-strap,
ring & on the plate C, and is fastened fo a stop
or check button, I, attached to the safety rein
or strap D, or in close proximity to said check-
button. Check button or stop is preferably
formed of india-rubber, though it may be com-
posed of any material desired.

‘While a single leg-strap secured to the fore-
leg above the knee, as illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, will ordinarily afford suffi-
cientsecurity, yetaleg-strap, J, may besecured
below the knee, if desired, and connected with
the safety-strap by a strap, K. This will af-
ford complete security should one of the leg-
straps become broken.

The operation of my improvement is asfol- -
lows: Underordinary circumstances the check-
button is retained within the spring-catch or
strap-holder b, thus bringing the point of at-
tachment of the several straps in close prox-
imity to the fore-quarter of the horse, and in
such position the free movement of the ani-
mal is in nowise hampered orimpeded by said
attachment. Should the horse become fright-
ened and attempt to run away, the driver has
simply to pull on the safety-strap D, which is
casily disengaged from its holder b, and thus




2 ‘ 203,823

allows of a direct pull on the fore-leg of the
horse, which will have the effect of instantly
checking him, as illustrated in Fig. 2.

The several parts of the attachment may be
readily replaced without the necessity of the
driver alighting from the vehicle, as a pull on
the cord or strap H operates to draw the
check or stop button I attached to the safety-
rein within the spring-catch b, and by means
of which the several parts are retained in
in place until further needed for use.

The attachment is adapted to be applied to
any harness at slight expense, and, when em-
ployed, no danger to the life or limbs of the
driver or occupants of the vehicle need be ap-
prehended, as the horse is at all times under
the complete control of the driver.

Having fully deseribed my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. The combination, with a spring catch or
holder secured to a harness-tug, of a safety-
strap attached to a leg-strap, and a cord or
strap extending through a ring located in close
proximity to said spring cateh or holder, and

fastened to a check-button on the safety-strap,
substantially as set forth.

2. The combination, with a safety-strap and
spring catch or holder, of a gnard or shield at-
tached to the harness-tug, substantially as set
forth.

3. The combination, with the safety strap or
rein, of a leg-strap consisting of a strap hav-
ing a ring or loop secured to one end, through
which is passed the free end of said safety-
strap, substantially as set forth.

4. The eombination, with the metallic plate,
provided with a ring and spring catch or hold-
er, of the safety-strap and locking-cord, and of
two leg-straps adapted to be secured above and
below the knee of the horse, substantially as
set forth. »

In testimony that I claim the forgoing I have
hereunto set my hand this 16th day of April,
1878. .

THOMAS BARTON HAND.

‘Witnesses:
W. S. WILKINSON,
FRrREDK. FEIGE.




