J. W, HYATT.
Shoe-Tip.

No. 203,834. Patented. May 21, 18?8.

0 0 0 O

0000

/% ).
IS

M/W —

i 1

N.PETERS, PHOTO-LITHOGRAPHER, WASHINGTON, . C.



UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

JOHN W: HYATT, OF N EWARK, NEW JERSEY, ASSIGNOR TO THE CELLULOID
: MANUFACTURING COMPANY, OF NEW YORK.

IMPROVEMENT IN SHOE-TIPS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 203,834, dated May 21, 18787 application filed
’ Mareh 25, 1878,

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, Joax W, HyaTrr, of
Newark, in the county of Essex and State of
New Jersey, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Shoe-Tips, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings,

The invention relates to an improved shoe-
tip; and consists in a piece of flexible celln-
loid, which is caused to adhere to the toe of
the shoe without the aid of sewing, and with-
out being interposed between the sole and the
upper.

The purpose of the invention is to afford a
shoe-tip that, while closely adhering to the
shoe, is both water-proof and entirely flexible,
which tip may be applied without the use of
dies or molds.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
Tigure 1 is” a perspective view of # shoe with
the tip attached, and Fig. 2is a detached plan
view of the tip.

It is well known that many different varie-
‘ties of devices have been em ployed for protect-
ing the toes of boots and shoes, such as tips or
plates of metal, rubber, hide, and other mate-
rial; butthese are all liable to many objections.
Tius a metal plate cannot be made to closely
adhere to the surface of the shoe, and is, more-
over, too rigid for use in this connection. Rub-
ber is too weak and perishable, and hide is not
water-proof, and, moreover, bacomes rigid and
stiff when dried by heat after being dampened.

The invention in.hand is intended to afford
a shoe tip or protector that shall avoid the de-
fects incident to the devices aforesaid, and is
effected by forming the tip, in the manner
specified, of Hlexible celluloid.

It is to be here noted that there are two va-
rieties of celluloid—the rigid and the flexible.
The former is not adapted to the purpose in
hand, since it has to be molded, and produces

a stiff inflexible tip. The flexible celluloid is
the article employed, and which answers ad-
mirably in effecting the desired results.

In practice, a piece of flexible celluloid of
the desired shape is cut from the sheet and
secured in place over the toe of the shoe by
means of any suitable cements, being pressed
and retained in place until the adhesion is ef-
fected.

It is obvious that, as the celluloid is per-
fectly water-proof and entirely flexible, the de-
sired result is accomplished by the above
means, since the material adheres closely to
the leather, and is practically a flexible cover-
ing thereof, yielding with it and offering no
rigid resistance to pressure.

“In the accompanying drawings, A repre-
sents a shoe provided with the tip of flexible
celluloid B, which is shown detached in Fig,
2. The piece of flexible celluloid is, ag afore-
said, secured simply by coating it on the end
of the shoe with a suitable cement, pressing-the
plate of celluloid securely down upon it, and
there retaining it until it is secured in place.

I do not claim, broadly, a shoe-tip regard- /
less of the material of which it is composed ;”
nor do I claim a rigid plate of any material
secured on the toe of a shoe for the purposes
of protection; but :

What I do claim as my invention, and de-
sire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

A boot or shoe provided with a flexible cel-
luloid tip cemented to the upper and sole, all
substantially as shown and described, .

In testimony that I claim the foregoing im-
provement in shoe-tips, as above described, I
have hereunto set my hand this 5th day of

Mareh, 1878,
JOHN W. HYATT,
Witnesses: :
SAMUET 8, TIFFANY,
WILLIAM R. SANDS.




