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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ALonzo C. BARNES, Jr.,
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvama, have invented
a new and useful Improvement in Stencil-
Plates, of which the-following is a specifica-
tion:

My invention relates to that class of stencﬂ
plates in which part of the plate is made to
form the letter or figure by cutting away the
metal on each side of the same at such other
points as the character of the said letter or
figure may determine ; and the object of my
invention is to make a series of plates of this

class, one figure or one letter of the alphabet

being formed on each plate, which is cut away
to such an extent, on each side of the figure
or letter, that the limit of the color which has
been imparted to a surface through the open-
ings in one plate will serve as a guide for the
proper adjustment of another, or the same
plate for the production of another figure or
letter at a proper distance from the first.

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 is
a stencil-plate for the figure 5, which is of the
same material as the plate, the latter being
cut away on each side of the figure to an ex-
tent indicated by the lines @ b.

The making of stencil-plates by cutting away
the metal on opposite sides of the figures or
letters which constitute part of the plate is
old; but my improved stencll'plates are es-
pemally constructed with the view to the ready
and accurate spacing of the letters or figures
produced by the aid of the plates. Thus, Fig.
2 shows the coloring which would be produced
by the aid of the plate, Fig. 1, the opposite
edges o b of the opening in the plate defining
the limits a4’ and b’ of the colors in Fig. 2.
Now, if 2 is to be the ad301nm0' figure, the
stencil-plate, Fig. 3, is so adjusted that the
edge d of its openmg shall coincide, or nearly
50, Cwith the edge b’ of the color in Fig. 2; and
if the color be now applied to the second sten-
cil-plate while it is in this position, we shall

have the figure 2 on a ground color, which ad-
joins or forms a continuation of the ground
color on which the figure 5 appears, and the
two figures will be properly spaced..

There should be but one figure or one letter
on each plate, for it is the main aim of my in-
vention to farnish retail dealers and others
with a set of plates for all the letters of the
alphabet and a set of plates for all the fig-
ures, so that there can be the same interchang-
ing of the letters and of the figures which
ordinary type affords, and so that the trades-
man can prepare his own price-cards, &c.,
with facility, and with the proper exactitude
a8 regards spacing.

It will be understood that after the letter-
ing or figuring with my improved stencil-
plates is completed the ground eolors must be
finished above and below the figures or letters,
as shown in Fig. 4; and this may be accom-
plished by the aid of the stencil-plate, Fig. 5,
containing an oblong opening.

Fig, 6 shows a letter-plate made accordmg
to my invention.

I claim as my invention—

A series of stencil-plates for producing let-
ters or figures, each plate having a single let-
ter or figure forming part of the said plate,
and bounded latemlly by openings (oné on
each side) arranged in respect to the figure or
letter, as descrlbed so that the color imparted
to a surface through the openings of one plate
in producing one letter or figure will serve as
a guide for. adjusting the same or another
plate for the production of the same or an-
other letter or figure at a proper distance from
the first, all as set forth.

In testlmony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

A. C. BARNES JR.

Witnesses:

HArRY A. CRAWFORD,
HARRY SMITH.



