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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, HArRRY C. HoLBROOE, of
Louisville, in the county of J. efferson, and in
the State of Kentucky, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Marking and
Molding Plug-Tobacco; and do hereby declare
that the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
scription thereof, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, and to the letters of
reference marked thereon, making“a part of
this specification. _ '

My invention consists of a device for mark-
ing plug-tobacco, as hereinafter more fully set
forth, .

In order to enable others skilled in the art
to which my invention appertains to construet
and use the same, I will proceed to more fally

describe it, referring to the annexed drawing,
in which— 7 ’

Figure 1 is a perspective view of one of the
_plates used. Fig. 2 is a plan view, Fig. 3 an
edge view, and Fig. 4 a cross-section, of the

same, :

My device for marking plug-tobacco corisists
of a metallic plate, A, upon the upper surface of
which isaseries of alternating raised panels, Z,
and depressions d. The plate is of a size corre.
sponding with the usual size of a tobacco plug,
and the form or shape of the raised panels
thereon is immaterial, as they may be of dia-
mond form, as seen in the drawings, or they
may be of any form or shape to suit the fancy
or taste of the user.

Each raised panel has letters or marks z
- sunk therein. These letters may be the name

or the initials of the manufacturer, the brand.

of tobacco, the trade-mark, or any symbol or
words desired, but in each and every case
must be sunken in the panels or raised por-
tions of the plate. _

In using my invention, one plate constructed
as above is used to mark one plug of tobacco.
The wrapped plug of tobacco is preferably
placed on the plates, as above described, pre-
viously put in the cells of the mold, and then
pressed in the usual manner, The panels or

reliefs on the plates sink into the body of the ‘

plugs and leave their impress. As the im-
pressions are made in the plug by the pan-
els Z, the sunken letters or marks in the
same also leave raised letters or marks in the
alternate sunken panels of the plug, so that
when the plug is passed through the finishing
DProcess these raised letters or marks, being be-
neath the main surface of the plug, are not
obliterated by the pressure given: to finish the
same. The panels Z being in, relief on the
plate A, the impression cause§ the tobacco -
plug to assume different shades of color—that
is to say, the part of the plng impressed by
the panels will of necessity assume a darker
shade than that part of the plug notimpressed.
In some instances I- may attach the plates
to the plunger, which works in the mold-cells ;
or they may be attached to the mold-board or

1 placed loosely in the cells, as deseribed. In

either instance the result is the same.

It is preferable that the plates with their
alternate raised panels and depressions may
be used in the molds instead of the compress,
for the reason that the great pressure given
to the plugsisin the molas, and thus a greater
and firmer impression can be had in the mark-
ing of the tobacco plugs, and the marking is
done at the same time that the plug receives
its color. ' -

Having thus fully
what I claim as new,
Letters Patent, is—

A plate for marking plug-tobacco, provided
with a series of raised panels of any shape and -
a series of alternating depressions, the raised
panels being provided with sunken letters,
marks, or symbols, whereby the tobacco-plug
is formed with a series of depressions, within
which are raised letters, marks, or symbols, as.
set forth. -

In testimony that I claim the foregoing’ I
have hereunto set my hand this 25th day of
February, 1878,

’ HARRY C. HOLBROOK,

‘Witnesses:

J. M. MASON,
W. M, REDMAN.

described my invention,
and desire to secure by



