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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, HENRY 8. WooD, of

Rob Roy, in the county of Jefferson and State-

of Arkansas, have invented a new and Im-
proved Lap-Ring, of which the following is a
specification:

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1
represents a perspective view of my improved
lap-ring, shown with the sections detached
from each other and ready to be connected;
and Fig. 2 is a vertical transverse section of
the same on line « x, Fig.1, the sectionsbeing
shown as connected. . )

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-

- sponding parts. -

This invention.relates to an improved lap-
ring, which is made without pivotal connec-
tion, and when in use locked in such a man-
ner that the parts cannot disconnect them-
selves. The lap-ring combines great strength

_and a small amount of material with an easy
operation and application, and avoids the
mashing of the fingers in using the hammer
and cold-chisel for opening the old style of
lap-rings. .

The invention consists of a lap-ring made
of two sections, which are open at one side,
and provided with grooved center-pieces ab
the opposite side, that fit into the openings, so
as to firmly interlock when connected with
each other. o

Referring to the drawing, A. A are the sec-
tions of my improved lap-ring, which are both
made of exactly the same shape by being cast
from the same pattern. Each section is open
at the center at one side, and the ends at both
sides of the openings are made to converge
toward each other, and. slightly recessed at
the upper part, asindicated at a, in Fig. 1, so
as to form tongues that guide the sections in
positions, one upon the other, in connection
with corresponding guide-grooves b of the
raised and solid center portions B of the sec-
tions. The solid raised portion B is equal in

thickness to that of the ring itself, and is
placed at the opposite side of each section,
being symmetrical to and of corresponding
size with the opening of the section. The
solid portion has converging and grooved
sides, for interlocking with the tongues of the
second sections. :

The sections of the lap-ring are readily con-
nected with each other by sliding one section
over the other until the solid middle portions
enter into and close the open portions of the
sections. The tongues at the ends of the open
portions are guided along the grooves of the
raised portions, and retained by the converg-
ing sides and ends, forming thus a rigid con-
nection of the sections.

The lap-ring isreadily applied to the chain or
other object by means of the side openings and
then slidinto position. The meeting-facesofthe
sections are cuf at an inclination to the center
plane of the link, in nearly diagonal direction
to the link, so that the sections are thicker at
the closed sideand of less thickness at the open
ends,

The sections are made of malleable cast-iron,
and furnish alap-ring of greatstrength and du-
rability, that is readily connected and discon-
nected, and that forms, without any pivots, a
perfect and reliable connection by the inter-
locking of the sections when in use. 4

Having thus described my invention, I claim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent—

A lapring made of two sections of like
shape, divided on an inclined diagonal line,
and having openings at one side, and solid

“guide portion at the opposite side, the ends

of the sections and the solid portions being
recessed and converging, substantially as and
for the purpose set forth.
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