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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, JEROME PATTERSON
and NoRTON WHEELER, of Sharon, in the
county of Mercer and State of Pennsylvania,
haveinvented certain newand useful Improve-
ments in Burial Apparatus; and we do hereby
declare that the following is a full, clear, and
exact description thereof, which will enable
others skilled in the art to which it appertains
to make and use the same, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, and to
- letters of reference marked thereon, which
form a part of this specification.

Our invention relates to an improved de-
vice or apparatus for burial purposes, the ob-
Ject being to do away with the necessity for
the use of ropes in lowering caskets into graves,
and the consequent necessity for the presence
of the workmen or grave-diggers in perform-
ing this operation.

With our new devices or apparatus the
mourners themselves are enabled tolower the
casket into the grave with safety and deceney,
and without having the solemn services in-
terrupted by having to wait until, by the ob-
trusive services of the workmen referred to,
the casket has been deposited and the rope
usnally employed by them withdrawn.

Ourimproved devicesconsist in hooked rods
of peculiar construction, provided with han-
dles, and used in connection with ornamental
devices secured to the sides or ends of the
casket, said ornamental devices being pro-
vided with rings, staples, or eyes, with which
the hooked ends of the rods engage, as here-
inafter more fully set forth.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
an elevation of a casket having our improved
devices attached thereto and in position while
the casket is being lowered into the grave.
Fig. 2 is a similar view, with the casket low-
ered and the rods in position to become de-
tached therefrom.

Referring to the parts by letters, A repre-
sents the casket; B, ornamental devices se-
cured to the sides thereof, and provided with
staples or eyes b. These ornamental devices
maybe of any desired pattern, size, shape,
and material, and the ring or staple attached
thereto may also be made of any suitable or
desired material or pattern, and any desired

number of these ornaments and rings may be
used, though two—one at each end—is the
lowest number that can be employed.

C represents the rods, having hook ends ¢
and handles D, said handles being arranged
atdifferent points inthe length of therod. The
hooks ¢ from the bends to the points are made
longer than the diameter of the rings on the
ornament, for the purpose hereinafter stated.
The rods may be made of any suitable or de-
sired material, and ornamental, if desired.

The operation is as follows: Each pall-
bearer or mourner who has been chosen to
perform this part of the ceremony is provided
with one of the rods C, the hook of which is
passed through the ring or staple of the orna-
mental device from the ends of the casket in-
wardly, as shown by the drawing, the person
holding the other end standing at the corner
of the grave, thereby throwing the hooks at
an incline from the center of the casket, so
that it is impossible for them to become de-
tached while in this position. By means of
the several handles on the rods the casket is
then conveniently lowered into the grave.

To remove the rods from the rings on the
casket, it is only necessary to incline them in
the opposite direction, or inwardly, as shown
by Fig. 2 of the drawings, when the hooks will
become detached from the ring.

Having thus described our invention, what
we claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. The rods C, constructed as described,
with hooks ¢ and handles D, substantially as
and for the purpose specified. ‘

2. The combination of the rods C, construct-
ed with hook ends and handles, as described,
with the rings or staples b, the latter being
attached to a burial-casket, the whole arranged
for operation in the manner substantially as
and for the purpose set forth.

- In testimony that we claim the foregoing as
our own we hereto affix our signatures in pres-
ence of two witnesses.

JEROME PATTERSON.
NORTON WHEELER.

Witnesses:
ABNER APPLEGATE,
WILLIAM APPLEGATE.




