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To all whom it may concern :

Beit known that I, JOSEPH G. WHITTIER, of
Attica, in the county of Fountain, and in the
State of Indiana, haveinvented certainnewand
useful improvements in the manufacture of
boots and shoes—to wit, Metallic Shank-Stiff-
eners to Straighten the Heels of Boots and
Shoes ; and do hereby declare that the follow-
ing is a full, clear, and exact description there-
of, reference being had to the accompanying
drawings,and totheletters of reference marked
thereon, making a part of this specification.

The nature of my invention consists in the
construction and arrangement of a shank-plate
for run-over boots and shoes to reverse the
twist in the shank, and consequently reverse
the running over of the heel, as will be here-
inafter more fully set forth.

In order to enable others skilled in the art
to which my invention appertains to make
and use the same, I will now proceed to de-
scribe its constraction and operation, referring
to the annexed drawing, in which~—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a shoe in-
verted, showing the shank-plate or shank-stift-
ener in place. Fig. 2 is a bottom view of the
plate, and Tig. 3 is a longitudinal section of
the same.

A represents the heel, and B the shank, of
ashoe. Crepresents the shank-plate or shank-
stiffener, made substantially of the form shown
in Figs. 2 and 3—that is to say, it is eurved
slightly from end to end, being a little higher
in the middle that at the ends. Itis also con-
caved transversely on the upper side, and at

the rear end projects a tooth or point, a, which
is inserted in the front of the heel, the body of
the plate being fastened to the shank by serews
b. This plate is for straightening the heel,
shank, and fore part of the same. When it
is fastened to the shank of the boot or shoe it
reverses the twist of the shank, and also re-
verses the running over of the heel and ball,
thereby correcting the whole tenor of the shoe
or boot when in a run-over condition.

The principle is this: Whenever the heel is
run over it twists the shank. Therefore if the
shank is then straightened, or a little more
than straightened, it will throw the heel to the
opposite from the way it is run, and the fore
part also.

The plate is not made the shape of the shank
when ran over, but is made right the opposite
shape. Therefore the plate is not fitted to the
shank, but the shank twisted to suit the plate.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

The shank-stiffening plate C, formed with the
point a, and constructed in the manner de-
seribed, to be applied to run-over boots and
shoes for twisting the shank, as herein set
forth.,

In testimony that I claim the foregoing 1
have hereunto set my hand this 30th day of

March, 1878.
JOSEPH G. WHITTIER.
‘Witnesses:

TrOMAS M. POWELL,
JOEN W. MALLOY.



