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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HENRY HAMMOND, of
Hartford, in the county of Hartford and State
of Connecticut, haveinvented certain new ahd
useful Improvements in Hamimers, of which
the following is a specification:

My improvement relates chiefly to that class
of hammers known as “claw - hammers,” al-
though part of my invention is equally appli-
cable to other forms of hammers and similar
tools.

The object of my improvement is to provide
a claw that will take hold of nails the heads
of which have been broken off, and hold them
more securely while they are being drawn than
can be done with the claws now in use.

My invention consists in serrating the hold-
ing-edges of the claw.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
shows a section through the middle of the head
of the hammer, with part of the handle lying
in the eye or socket, showing how it is wedged
in its place. Tig.2is an end view of the ham-
mer, showing the claw and its serrations.

Ais the head of the hammer. B isthe han-
dle. Cis the curved claw, which has two con-
verging edges, into which the end of the nail
to be drawn is passed in the usual manner.
These edges are formed in the usual manner,
except that they are serrated, so as to more
tirmly gripe a nail and prevent it from slipping
out. I prefer to make these serrations tolera-

bly fine, something in the manner of an ordi-
nary file. They may be made single, or the
lines may be hatched or crossed, the princi-
pal object being to create a sufficient rough-
ness or “bite” to hold the shank of a nail'in-
dependently of its head.

D is the eye or socket, into which the han-
dle is inserted. This is made of about the
same size or diameter at the outer and inner
ends a and b, but is contracted in the middle
at ¢, the interior not being of a true taper
throughout, as usually constructed, but largest
at the ends and contracted at the middle, as
shownin the drawing. By means of this form
of eye the handle is held securely in the head,
while at the same time the fiare at the rear
portion of the socket prevents the forcible con-
traction and breaking of the fibers of the wood
just where it enters it, and allows of a some-
what taper handle being driven into its bear-
ing before it is wedged. After the handle is
driven into the head the wedges E are inserted
in the usual manner to hold it in its place and
prevent the head from being drawn off.

What I claim as my invention is—

The claw C, provided with serrations, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose herein de-
seribed. :
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