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To all whom it may csncern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES P. Housux,
of Decatur, in the county of Macon and State
of Illinois, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Rail-Fence Barbs; and

that the following is a full, clear, and exact

description of the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, making a part
of this specification, in which—

Figure 1 represents, in perspective, a part
of a fence-rail having a number of the barbs
inserted in it, and, partly in section, a tool or
handle used to insert them. Fig. 2 represents,
on a larger scale, two of the barbs.

My invention relates to means used to pro-
tect wooden fences, or fences made of rails or
boards, in the usual manner, from cattle and
other animals,

My invention consists in rail-fence barbs
made by machines from wire cut into lengths,
with a beveled or round ¢ chisel-edge” at each
end, and bens in the middle of their length, to
form a rest for the driving or holding tool to
bear upon while the barbs are to be driven
into the fence-rail,

In the drawings, A represents a portion of a
fence-rail into which a number of barbs, a and
@', have been driven. These barbs are made
of wire cut diagonally into lengths of about
one and a half or two inches, in such a man-

ner as to form a sharp beveled point, b, at each
end. ' They are bent in the middle or adjacent
to it, as shown at ¢ ¢/, to form a projection or
shoulder, upon which the holding or driving
tool D bears while it is struck on-the head d
with a hammer or mallet, the perforation & in
the head being made, for that purpose, of nearly
the same size as the wire of the barb. -

A rail fence thus protected is more efficient
than a wire fence, and by the use of my in-
vention ordinary fences already in use may he
easjly and quickly converted into barbed fences.

Having thus fully described my invention,
I claim—

1. A rail-fence barb made of wire cut di-
agonally into lengths having a beveled or
chisel edge at each end, and bent in the mid-
dle of itslength, to form a rest or shoulder for
a driving or holding tool to bear upon while
the barb is to be driven into a fence-rail, sub- °
stantially as and for the purpose deseribed.

2. In combination with a wooden fence-rail,
a barb made of wire having a beveled edge at
each end, and Dent in the middle to form a
shoulder, substantially as and for the purpos=

set forth.
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