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To all whom it may concern : .

Beit known that I, AUGUSTUS S. BUNKER,
of Lawrence, county of Essex, and State of
Massachusetts, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Fruit-Hullers; and I
do hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description thereof, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings,
forming a part of this specification, in which—

Figure 1 is a side elevation, and Fig. 2 a
plan view of the same.

The object of the present invention is to
provide a device that will readily remove the
. hulls and stems from small fruit, such as straw-
berries, without the danger of bruising the
berry with the fingers, or otherwise injuring
the same.

The invention, therefore, consistsin a device
of the above character having spring-handles,
which also form the body, said .handles ter-
minating in bowls or plates formed concave
upon their inner or meeting faces.

The invention further consists in forming
the bowls or concave plates with cutting-

edges, as will be hereinafter more fully de-

seribed.

In the accompanying drawings, A repre-
sents the handles, of metal or other-suitable
material, preferably in a single piece, and
bent around to form a spring, as illustrated
in Fig. 1. The handles at their free ends ter-
minate in bowls B—or, in other words, have
their inner faces concave, so that when the
bowls are brought in contact with the root of
the hall or stem of the berry, the hull or stem
-will be received in the space formed by the
concavities of the bowls when brought to-
gether, and afterward deposited in any re-
ceptacle suitable to receive them,

The bowls B may be of circular or other
form found most convenient, as I do not de-
sire to limit myself to the particular configu-
ration shown, so long as they are convex upon
their inner faces. The exterior of the bowls
B may, however, be convex, if desired, so they

will be better adapted in removing the hulls
of berries having ridges around the root of the
hull, the outer periphery or edge of the bowls
fitting between the ridges.

The bowls B are formed with cutting-edges
C for separating the hull from the berry, a
portion of the cutting-edge of one of the bowls,
when the two are brought together, closing
over the cutting-edge of the other.

Although I have shown and described the
device as Dbeing constructed from a single
piece of metal, it is evident that the handles
A may be separate, and connected by a hinge
or other suitable means with a spring placed
between the handles to insure the operation
of the device without departing from. the gist
of my invention. .

It is desirable, however, that the device
should be constructed of a single piece of
sheet metal, and stamped out by suitable dies,
as this form or manner of producing the article
renders the cost comparatively small, and
brings them in the reach of all.

Having now fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. A device for hulling berries, consisting
of the handles A, terminating at their free
ends in bowls B, or plates having their inner
faces concave, substantially as and for the pur-
pose set forth.

2. A device for hulling berries, consisting
of the handles A, terminating at their free
ends in bowls B, formed with cutting-edges
C, substantially as and for the purpose speci-
fied.

3. A device for hulling berries, consisting
of the handles A and cups B, concave upon
their inner faces and convex upon their outer
faces, and formed with cutting-edges C, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose described.
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