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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HERMAN BUCHHOLZ,
of Springfield, county of Hampden, and State
of Massachusetts, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Firemen’s Belt-Hooks,
which improvement is fully set. forth in the
annexed specification and in the accompany-
ing drawing. _

The object of my invention is to provide a
convenient device to be suitably secured to
the person of the fireman, to which can be at-
tached and detached quickly hose and any
other article which he may be required to
carry up and down a ladder while in the per-
formance of his duties. At such times he re-
quires both his hands in climbing and to se-
cure his own safety; and frequent instances
of injury to persons have been known, which
injuries were caused by the dropping of heavy
hiose and hose- pipes by firemen while. they
were attempting to climb ladders and at the
same time carry the hose in.one hand.

The drawing shows a section of a belt, A,
such as is commonly worn by firemen buckled
tightly around the waist. B represents my
improved belt-hook, through the vertieal por-
tion ¢ of which is a belt-hole, b, made of the
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required length and width to permit of pass-
ing the belt through it upon which it is to be
worn, and the drawingshows thebelt so passed
through its belt-hole in the body of the hook.
.- Were the belt-hook composed only of the
vertical portion ¢ with the lower hooked por-
tion d formed thereon, much inconvenience
would arise from using it by firemen on ac-
count of its liability to cateh upon objects
among which the wearer might be moving.
To obviate such difficulties as that, I form on
its apper end the inverted hook or shield /I,
whose outer face lineis in a line, or very nearly
s0, with that of the hook d below. The shield
so constructed prevents the under hook from
becoming caught unintentionally npon any-
thing, and so incommoding the wearer.

‘What I claim as my invention is—

A fireman’s belt-hook composed of the parts
@, d, and k, and having a shank slotted for
the passage of the belt, substantially as and
for the purpose set forth.,

HERMAN BUCHHOLZ.
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