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March 30, 1878.

To all whom it may concern :

BeitknownthatI, WiLL1aMT. YARBROUGH,
of the city of Richmond, in the county of Hen-
rico and State of Virginia, haveinvented new
and useful Improvements in a Method and
Means for Marking and Laying Off Plug-To-
bacco; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exaect description
of the same, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings.

My invention has for its object, first, tomark
plug-tobacco so as to convey the manufactur
er’s name or other mark to the consumer; see-
ondly, to lay off plug-tobacco into sec'mons of
specific size and weight in such manner as to
produce a visible guide whereby said sections
may be cut from the plug, and whereby the
necessity of first measuring the sections be-
fore cutting them from the pluo is obviated ;
thirdly, in mankmcr the plug of tobaceo so lald
off into sections in such manner that each sec-
tion of said plug will bear the manufacturer’s

name or mark ; and to that end the.invention
consists, first, in a method of labeling plug-
tobacco by applvmfr to one of the 140@5 there-
of a flexible label, held upon said plug by
means of a wire sta,ple arranged to straddle
the label, both being permanently attached or
made fast to the plug by the pressure em-
ployed in compressing said plug; secondly,in
a method of laying off plug-tobacco. into sec-
tions by applying to the plag a series of wires
at suitable distances from each other, said
wires forming the guide by which the sections
are cut from the plug, the wires being perma-
nently attached to the plug by the pressure
employed to compress said plug ; thirdly,in a
method of labeling a plug of tobacco 1aid off
into sections, as above referred to, by applying
under each wire a flexible label, havingon one
of its faces the manufacturer’s name or mark
in duplicate, and a space between said dupli-
cate name or mark for the reception of the
wires t0 hold said labels in position, both be-
ing permanently attached to the plug by the
pressure employed to.compress the same.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1is
a section of a plug of tobacco marked accord-

ing to my-invention, and Fig. 2 is a plan view
of a plug of tobacco laid off into sections and
marked according to my invention; and Figs:

3-and 4 represent slight odifications of the
wire staple.

A represents the plug of tobacco; B, the-
flexible label, and C the wire stapla which
serves to hold the label B on the face of the
plug.

The label and staple are applied to thelumyp
before the latter is shaped into a plug of to-
bacco. The staple C, provided with prongs
formed by its ends being bent at right angles,
is so arranged as to straddle the label B, and
both are then permanently attached by the |
pressure employed to compress said lamp to
the shape of a plug of tobacco. Although I
prefer to apply the label and staple directly to
the lump of tobacco, it is evident that these
may be applied after said lump is shaped into .
a plug and before said plug is finished; or
they may be applied after the plug is ﬁmbhed »
and beéfore being boxed.

‘When it is deswed to lay off plug-tobacco
into sections and provide a visible gnide on
the plug, or on one of the faces of the plug,
whereby such sections may be cut from said
plu I apply to the lumjp a series of wire sta-
pl (-)b, C, at suitable distances apart, which,
when s‘ud lamp is compressed into a plug, W111
form the section-lines,-and guides for the re-
tailer to cut by, thus zwoidiu g the usual meas-
uring of the part to be cut.

In order that each of the sections will bear
the manufacturer’s name or mark, I apply un-
der each or under every alternate staple C a
label, B/, which has imprinted on its face the
manufacturer’s name or mark. in duplicate,
and a space between said duplicate marks for
the passage of the retaining-wire, both the
wire staple C and label B’ being permanently
attached to the plug by the pressure employed
to shape the lump into a plug of tobaceo; or,
as above stated, the labels B’ and staples C
may be applied after the lump is shaped and
before it is finished, or after it is finished and
before it is boxed.

Tn Figs. 3 and 4 I have shown aslightmodi-
fication of the construction of the staple-C,
which may be applied to the lump or plug of
tobacco to hold the label or labels B in the
manner as above set forth; and under some
circumstances I may prefer to use said modi-
fied forms of staple to provide a guide and
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section-lines on both faces of the plug, for the
purposes hereinbefore referred to, without de-
parting from the peculiar nature of my inven-
tion.

Having now described my invention, what
I claim is—

1. The herein-described method of laying off
plug-tobacco into sections and labeling each
section of said plug, which consistsin first ap-
plying to the lump of tobacco a series of flexi-
ble labels and a series of wire staples arranged
to straddle each or every alternate label, which
latter are provided with duplicate marks and
a space between such marks for the reception
of the wire, and then securing them perma-
nently in position by the pressure employed
to compress said lump into a plug of tobacco,
substantially as described, for the purpose
specified.

2. As a new article of manufacture, a plug
of tobacco provided with a series of section-
indieating wires and a series of flexible labels
arranged under and held by said wires, as de-
scribed, each label being provided with dupli-
cate marks, whereby each section will be prop-
erly labeled, the wires forming the gage by
which said sections are severed from the plug,
substantially as specified. :

In witness that I claim the foregoing I have
hereunto set my hand this 26th day of March,
1878,

WILLIAM T. YARBROUGH.
‘Witnesses:

H. S. McCANDLISH,
JAs. A, Ruysrz.




