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To all whom it may concern :

Beitknown that I, WILLTAM PATTERSON, of
Constantine, in the connty of St. Joseph and
State of Michigan, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Clothes-Washers;
and I do hereby declare that the following
is a full, clear, and exact description there-
of, which will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use
the same, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, and to letters of reference
marked thereon, which form a part of this
specification.

The washer which I have invented, as made
for use, is of a diameter nearly as great as
that of the wash-tub, and is operated by a
short handle to give it a rocking motion
merely, as contradistinguished from a pound-
ing motion.

The effect; of the ordinary clothes-pounder
is obtained generally by a small hollow cone
provided  with various suction or air-com-
pressing devices, and operated by a long han-
dle, to pound and be withdrawn. This re-
quires considerable exertion, especially the
upstroke or withdrawal, while with my washer
there need only be a slight pressure and rock-
ing force.

I am aware, however, that I am not the
first to have invented a rocking clothes-
pounder, because devices of this nature have
been heretofore patented. Nevertheless, I
have made a decided improvement in the con-
struction of such devices, looking to better
results.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents an elevation of my improved
clothes-washer as placed in the tub for wash-
ing; Fig. 2, a bottom view, showing the rock-
er-ridge; and Fig. 3, a cross-section, showing
more clearly the diametrical rockerridge.

The washer is of peculiar construction, and
can only be briefly described by stating that
it consists of two hollow side chambers, A B,
the bases of which are inclined toward a
meeting ridge, C, which acts as a rocker,
whereby, when the device is operated by
the handle D, the base of each side chamber
will alternately rest upon the clothes in the

process of washing. This handle D is not a
long pole, but merely a grasp-rod by which to
manipulate and rock the washer, and is of
wood or other suitable material, secured in a
tubular projection, «, rising from the cen-
tral part of the ridge, and supported by a
brace, b, crossing from chamber to chamber at
the top, as shown.

The semicircular inner walls of the c¢ham-

bers are provided with suction-cones, e e, hav-
ing holes f for the air and water to escape
into the air-compressing chambers g g upon
the clothes, while the inclined walls, which
meet at the rockerridge G, are each pro-
vided with an adjacent suction-cone, k, of simi-
lar construection, to form central suction-cham-
bers. .
The operation of the washer is as follows:
Being placed in the tub containing the
clothes to be washed, and which are soaped
and well saturated with water, it is rocked
to and fro in the same direction in such man-
ner as to bring the bases of the chambers A
B alternately in the plane of the tub’s con-
tents upon the clothes.

The suction devices and air-compressing
chamber have the well-known effect of suck-
ing the water and air and discharging it npon
the clothes, and this by a rocking motion, as
described.

The position of the device can be changed
from time to time by turning it, as it were, on
its axis.

The diametrical rockerridge is a most im-
portant feature of the invention, since it per-
mits a whole semicircular suction-space to
work upon the clothes at once, to be immedi-
ately followed by the action of a similar semi-
circle. :

In Figs. 1 and 3 the cross-brace is shown
as being in sections, and it may be con-
structed so that the bases of the chambers
may be deflected to a greater or less angle,
if desired; butinsuch case the tubular projec-
tion « joins the ridge C, and not the chamber-
backs.

I claim—

1. A clothes-washer consisting of two cham-
bers, A B, with inclined bases, and each pro-
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vided with suction devices, a diametrical
rocker-ridge, C, and a handle, D, substan-
tially as desecribed. v

9. In a clothes-washer consisting of two
chambers meeting at a diametrical rocker-
ridge, the combination of the suction-cones
e e and b b with air-compressing chambers
¢ ¢, and a handle by which to rock the washer,
as and for the purpose described.

Tn testimony that I claim the foregoing L
have affixed my signature in the presence of
two witnesses.

WILLIAM PATTERSON.

Witnesses:
Tros. ITARRISON,
Cnas. . BARRY, J1.




