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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JOBL NoRTHRUP, of
Otisville, in the county of Orange and State
of New York, have invented a new and use-
fol Improvement in the Manufacture of Boots
and Shoes, of which the following is a speci-
fication:

My invention relates to a device for fasten-
ing shoes and gaiters, to be used instead of
shoe-lacings.

The invention consists in a tongue made of
leather, elastic fabric, or other.suitable ma-
terial, and adapted to be applied to a shoe or
gaiter of any ordinary description, whereby
provision is made for fastening the shoe in
lieu of lacing it, for ‘covering and protecting
the joint where the edges of the shoe-upper
meet, and for allowing the shoe to yield and
accommodate itself to the motion of the foot,
so as to afford comfort to the wearer.

In the ordinary laced shoe in common use
the tongue is arranged on the inner side of
the shoe, and only the lower end is perma-
nently fastened.

When the shoe is laced the tongue is liable
to work ont of place, so a3 to expose the foob
through the laced joint; and even when the
tongne remains in place it does not afford
complete protection against rain, snow, and
dust, owing to its being on the inside of the
shoe.

In the ordinary button-shoe in common use,
the flap which carries the button-holesis a per-
manent part of the shoe-upper, and cannot be
applied to any other shoe. In the ordinary
congress - gaiter in common use, the elastic
fabric is permanently attaclied to the shoe-
uppér and forms part of the shoe.

In my invention the disadvantages exist-
ing in shoes of the above-mentioned deserip-
tion are obviated, and many advantages are
obtained.

The invention may be applied to a shoe pro-
vided with eyelets and originally intended to
be fastened by lacing ,or to a shoe provided
with buttons or external hooks for engage-
ment with a lacing. :

Intheformercasethe tongue is provided with
hooks on the under surface for engagement
with the eyelets in the shoe-upper; and in the
latter case it is provided with button-holes or
eyelet-holes for engagement with the buttons
or the external hooks,

In some cases the tongue may have one
edge permanently attached to one side of the
upper to form a flap, which may be fastened
to the other side by hooks, eyelets, or button-
holes. Instead of eyelets the shoe may be
provided with eyes for engagement with the
hooks.

The accompanying drawing represents the
invention applied to an ordinary shoe pro-
vided with eyelets and originally intended to
be fastened by lacing, Figare 1 showing the
shoe fastened, and Fig. 2 showing it unfast-
ened.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

The tongue A is here shown as provided
with hooks B, which engage with the eyelets
d of the shoe C and hold it securely fast-
ened. Said tongue A, being placed outside
of the joint of the upper, prevents exposare
of the foot at said joint, and protects ib
against rain, snow, or, dust. When this
tongue is made of leather it protects the foot
from wet and dust almost, it not entirely, as
effectually as the foot portion of a boot; and
when made of cloth, felt, clastic fabrie, or
other similar material, it affords ample pro-
tection against dust, while at the same time
it yields to the motions of the foot, and also
provides for the proper escape of moisture.

In order to remove the shoe from the foot
it is only necessary to unfasten one edge of
the tongue, leaving the other edge attachedto
the shoe, as shown in Fig. 2.

‘When the invention is applied to a shoe al-
ready provided with an interior permanent
tongue, ¢, as shown in Fig. 2, said interior
tongue may be either retained or removed, as
may be preferred by the wearer.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

In combination with the quarters of a boot
or shoe provided with eyelet-holes, the elastic
tongue A having two rows of hooks on its
under side, and adapted to cover the front
opening, as and for the purpose specified.
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