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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Isasc PORTER, of
Philadelphia, in the county of Philadelphia
and State of Pennsylvania, haveinvented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Sheet-
Metal Cans and similar vessels; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it pertains to make and use it, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, which form part of this specification, in
which—

Tigure 1 is a side elevation of a can, partly
in section, with my improvements attached
thereto. Tig. 2 is a side elevation of the
same, and Fig. 8 is a perspective view of my
improvements.

My invention has relation to that class of
cans and similar vessels in which a frangible
joint is employed to connect the body of the
vessel with its top, lid, or end; and my im-
provement consists in the combination, with
a band or ring of soft brass or equivalent
metal or material, constituting a frangible
joint, connecting the rim of the can-cover
with the body of the can, of a ripping-wire,
string, or equivalent medinm, so arranged
that by the exertion of traction or tension
upon it said soft-metal band or ring will be
ruptured or broken to permit the detachment
of the lid from the body of the can or other
vessel.

Referring tv the accompanying drawing, A
designates the body of a can or similar ves-
sel, and B its top, lid, or end. Said body is,
by preterence, formed with an outwardly-pro-
jecting bead, @, near its upper edge, (to hold
the joint-band in place,) while the lid B has
the usual annular depending flange b.

C represents a ring or band of soft brass
or other equivalent metal or material. Said
ring or band is formed with a rib or bead, ¢,
around. its lower edge, the part above such
bead or rib constituting an annular flange,
feather, or fin, ¢/, which is applied to the ves-
sel so as to rest against the body of the same
and inside the depending flange & of the
lid B. _ .

D is a wire string or cquivalent flexible

medinm, which rests inside the rib or bead ¢,
one of its ends being fastened or concealed
therein at or about the point d, while its other
end projects, and is formed into an eye or
loop, d'. '

The ring or band C being applied to the
vessel, as shown, and the lid B slipped over
it, solder is employed to fasten the rib or
bead ¢ to the body A and top B, respectively,
the soldering operation having the effect of
covering or coating said rib so as to conceal
the brass and give the joint the same or nearly
the same color as the other parts of the tinned
metal. -

To detach the lid, the looped projection d’
of the wire is taken hold of and traction or
draft exerted on the wire. This has the effect
of fracturing or rupturing the outer fold or
thickness of the rib ¢, leaving the lower part
of the band C adhering to the body of the
vessel, while its upper part remains in and
goes with the lid.

By arranging the wire D so as to leave
a part of the bead ¢ unoccupied, said part
will not be ruptured when draft is exerted on
the wire, and will answer for a hinge on
which the lid may be thrown back; or, if pre-
ferred, the concealed end of the wire may be
brought fully up to the point where the op-
posite end projects from the rib ¢, so that the
joint may be ruptured throughout its entire
circumference by traction on the wire, thus
permitting the entire removal of the lid from
the body of the vessel.

I have shown the soft-metal band or ring
as completely covering the ripping-wire D,
except the projecting end of the latter; but
this is not absolutely necessary, as like re-
sults may be obtained by forming the rib or
bead ¢ so as to only partially surround said
wire, acting thus as an external sheathing,
which is open on the rear side or side adjacent
to the body of the vessel.

What I claim as my invention is—

1. The band C, of soft metal or equivalent
material, adapted for soldering or attachment
to a can, A, having a cover, B, with rim C,
and formed with a rib or bead, ¢, and pro-
vided with a ripping wire or string, D, sub-
stantially as shown and described.
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2. The combination of the can A, cover B, | have herennto set my hand this 31st day of
ripping-wire D, and a band of sott or thin | May, 1878,

metal or other material, located between the ACH ST
can and rim of cover, and inclosing the rip- ISAAC PORTER.
ping-wire, substantially as shown and de- Witnesses:
scribed. S. J. VAN STAVOREN,

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I Cmas. . VAN HoRN.




