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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, GusTay SCHILLING, of
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of
Illinois, have invented a new and Tmproved
Menstruation-Confiner for Ladies, which im-
brovement is fully set forth in the following
specification.

The nature of my invention relates to an
apparatus to be placed over the vulva of the
female body, for catching and holding the
catameniaor menstrual secretions flowin gfrom
the vagina; and it counsists of an elliptic soft-
rubber ring, shaped to embrace the vulva,and
forming the rim for a rubber cap, havingarub-
ber bag suspended, into which the catamenia
is collected, and from which it is discharged
from time to time through a bottom openin g
closed by a rubbber stopper or screw-cap, the
communicating throat between said cap and
bag being arranged with a trap-valve.

This apparatus is held in position by two
fore and, two hind suspenders, secured to a gir-
dle placed around the waist, and removably
attached to the cap of the apparatus by short
straps buttoned to these suspenders.

In the drawings, Figure 1 represents a fe-
male figure with my apparatus attached. Fig.
2 represents a perspective view of the appa-
ratus and its suspenders; and Fig. 3, a verti-
cal section through the same, showing its in-
ternal arrangement.

A is an elliptic funnel-shaped: rubber cap,
joined with its exterior edge to aring, 4, made
of round sott rubber, which forms the bear.
ing-surface to the female body, its shape being
such that it will surround and cover the vulva
completely without interfering with the mo-
tion of the limbs and joints. This ecap A, by
a short and narrow neck, B, is connected with
a rubber-bag receptacle, C, so flattened that it
will be pendent between the thighs of a woman
without impeding her movements, and other-

‘wise 8o shaped that it will be no hinderance

for her to sit down. The bottom end of this
bag C is provided with an opening, which is
closed by a rubber stopper, ¢, or by a screw-
cap, and through which said bag can be emp-
tied and washed out as often as desirable,

A hard-rabber thimble, b, is inserted into

the neck B, the upper end of the opening in
which is eontracted, and forms the seat for a
small rubber ball-valve, E, pressed upward
against said seat by a small coil-spring, e,
which rests upon a cross-bar in the bottom of
said thimble . This spring e, being very
light, will yield to the slightest down pressure
or weight upon said valve, thus admittin gany
secretion into said bag O, and trapping it
therein.

Thecap A and its appending bag C are ex-
teriorly covered with silk, thereby preventing
the touch of the rubber with the skin of the
person wearing it.

The above-described apparatus is trussed,
so that it will retain its position over the vulva
by two fore and two hind suspenders, f and /7,
from a girdle, T, buckled around the waist,
which suspenders are buttoned to short straps
g, secured to the ends of ring a of cap A, so
that the apparatus can be disconnected and
removed, in whole or part, without the ne.
cessity of loosening the girdle F. The fore
suspenders are placed to lie over the iliacal re.
gion of the female body, while the hind sus-
penders are passed obliquely downward over
the os innominatum of the pelvis.

Such an equipage as described naturally
must be a great blessing to ladies, and has
been long sought for. Its construction and ar-
rangement are such that it will prove a, great
comfort to the weaker sex, without being in
any way an impediment to the movements of
the joints and limbs, and at the same time it
will be a protector to the sexual membranes
against catching cold during the menstrnal
period.

What I claim as my invention is—

The herein-described apparatus, composed
of cap A, having ring a, the neck B, having
thimble b, valve E, and spring e, and the bag
C, having stopper ¢, in combination with a
suitable trussing device, the whole to be co-
structed and arranged as and for the purpose

set forth.
GUSTAYV SCHILLING.
Witnesses:
JACOB RICHTER,
Eyin H. FROMMANN.




