J. GILBERT.
Match-Safe.

No. 205,954 Patented July 16, 1878,

%ﬁea’i‘: c/;/m/e%"ﬁor. ,
Clbdoict— feloows Bclfnt. fore
0L b et A Conone, 2y




UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

JOHN GILBERT, OF NEWARK, NEW JERSEY, ASSIGNOR TO JAMES, AIRMAN
& CO., OF SAME PLACE.

IMPROVEMENT IN MATCH-SAFES.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 205,954, dated July 16, 1878; application filed
May 15, 1878.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JOEN GILBERT, of New-
ark, in the county of Essex and State of New
Jersey, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Match - Safes, which improve-
ment is fully described in the following speci-
fication.

My invention relates to an improvement in
the construction of match-safes, whereby the
cost of manufacture is reduced and an article
of convenient shape and tasty appearance pro-
duced from a single piece of sheet metal.

To accomplish this object, I first cut ont by
any suitable means a blank shaped substan-
tially as shown in Figure 1, (which, with Fig.
2, is drawn to half the scale used in Figs. 3
and 4,) the part marked A being designed for
the back of the safe, B the bottom, C the
front, and D D the ends. The bottom B is in
the middle of the blank, the back A being at-
tached to its rear edge, the front C to the op-
posite edge, and the ends D are merely exten-
sions of the front piece C.

Dotted lines ¢ and b show the places at
which the front and back are bent up to form
the receptacle, the ends being bent into a curve
where they join the front, and secured to the
back A in any convenient manner.

Fig. 2 shows a front elevation of the box
complete, the blank being bent to the required
shape; Fig. 3, a plan of the safe complete;
and Fig. 4, a section through X X, Tig. 3.

As seen in Fig. 2, the back extends above
the receptacle, to offer a means of hanging the
safe to a wall.

In Fig. 2 is shown the curved shape of the
front eorners, this shape being determined by
the configuration of the bottom, which is de-
signed with a straight outline where marked
a, to be bent and curved from thence toward
tiie back in any manner to avoid an angular
corner in front, which would destroy the tasty
appearance of the safe.

Attached to each end of the back A, in Fig.
1, is shown an ear, B, which is to be bent for-
ward at right angles to the back, and the ends
of the sides D D secured thereto by solder or
otherwise. ‘

Similar ears F are shown formed upon the

bottom of the sides D in the blank, which are
to be bent under the bottom B to support it
at the ends.

The ears for securing the sides to the back
may, if preferred, be formed on the ends in-
stead of the back, as indicated in dotted lines
at G on the blank.

Tigs. 2 and 3 show the appearance of the
safe when complete, and indicate clearly how
1 construet a strong and tasty mateh-safe with
round or curved front corners from a single
blank of sheet metal without the finished con-
struction presenting any seam in the front.

T am aware that match -safes have been
made of a single blank of sheet metal, and I
do not therefore claim such a construction
broadly, but consider my invention to lie in
thus producing a safe without any seam at the
front corners and of a shape hitherto attained
only by the use of two or more pieces.

A lid, H, may be attached by means of a
hinge, formed by bending an ear, ¢, on the
rear end of the cover, into a cylindrical shape,
and through it passing a wire, d, upon which
the lid swings. The wire d isfastened by pass-
ing through slots e e in the back A.

In order that the hinge may not project be-
hind the back of the box, and thus render the
safe unsteady, the portion f of the back A in-
cluded between the slots ¢ ¢ is bent so as to
pass behind and above the ear ¢, and the other
portion, outside the slots, is made to pass be-
low and in front of the wire d, the whole back
above the receptacle being set forward the
thickness of the ear ¢, excepting the space f
for the ear between the slots. If desired, this
part of the back may be bent as shown in
dotted lines at %, Fig. 4, so that the top may
touch the surface against which the safe is
fastened.

I am aware that hinges such as I have de-
scribed are already known, and do not there-
fore make any claim to the censtruction of
the cover or hinge.

I am also aware that match-boxes with the
same general shape as mine have been used
before, and 1 do not therefore claim the shape,
except as produced by the particular mode
specified—that is to say, by cutting a blank
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of the shape shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings,
and forming the back, bottom, front, and sides
by bending the blank in the manner deseribed.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters at-
ent, is—

A match-safe constructed, with the excep-
tion of the lid, from a single blank of sheet
metal, shaped as shown, and bent to form a
receptacle shaped substantially as set forth,
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In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I hereto subscribe my narie in pres-
ence of two witnesses.

JOIIN GILBERT.

Witnesses:
Tros. 8. CRANE,
E. I’. ROBERTS.
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