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To all whom it may concern : : '

~Be it known that I, MiNER T. PERKINS,
of Log Lick, in the county of Clark and State
of Kentucky, have invented a new and Im-
proved Branding-Iron for Live Stoek, &e., of
which the following is a specification :

Figare 1 is a_side view of my improved
branding-iron. Fig. 2 is an end view of the
same. Fig. 3 is a face view of the same,

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts. ) '

The ohject of this invention is to furnish an-
improved implement for branding live stoclk,
also rails, posts, and other timber, lumber,
&e., which shall be simple in construction
and convenient in use, and so constructed
‘that it will enable an old brand to be canceled
at the same time that the new one is

formed.. - 0 T : o
.. A represents the body of the holder, which
-is made narrow and of such_a length as to
receive the number of letters required to be
used. The holder A has a dovetailed groove,
.a!, formed in its face, as shown in Fig. 2, and
upon its back is formed, or to it is perma-
-nently attached, an arched bar, «?, as shown
in Fig: 2, . ST ’

B are the letters, upon the backs of which
are formed cross-ribs b’, which are made dove-

. tailed, so as to fit into the dovetailed groove
‘at of the holder A, so that the said letters may
be applied to or removed-from the said holder
-easily and quickly when desived. The groove
a' is closed at one end and left open at the
other, and the Iast letter is secured in place
-by a_set-scréw, C, which passes through the
said holder A and rests against the eross-bar

‘W of the said letter. . =~ o
. Theletters B may e made of various sizes,

as_the character of the branding to be done
.may reqnire—as, for-instance, when used for
branding the hips ot shoulders of horses,
mules, catfle, &c., they should be iade large
and with open: backs, as shown_by the right-
hand letter:in Tig. 3, so that the brand may*
.not be rendered indistinct or blotched by the
“long hair of the animal.’
For branding upon the cheeks of

sheep, and

for various other branding, the letters should
be made smaller, as shown by the middle let-
ter in Fig.3. - = o

For branding npon horns of ‘cattle, and.
for Lranding timber, lumber, fariing imple:
ments, and otlier dr:igles of Wwood, the lctters\

may be made small, as indicated by the left-
hand letter in Fig. 3. ’ .

Whatever the size of the letter is to be the
‘ribs ¥’ upon their backs are made of a uniform
size, so -that they may all be used with the
same holder. In cases where it is desired to
number the stock as well as brand them, nume-
rals may De placed in the end of the slot: a!
and sccured by the set-screw €, so that they
may be removed and replaced quickly, when
desired, withont allowing the Lranding-iron
to become cool. , ) i

D is an arm, upon the outer end of which
is formed a device, I, for canceling the brand,
which may be made in the form of a cross, as
shown in Fig. 3, or in é’my other desired form.
The inner end of the ‘arm: I is notched or
halved at the center to ‘the back of the holder

Ay and is sscured inplace by the clamping-

screw TP, which passes through 'a screw-hole
in the arched bar «?, and presses against the
back of the arm I to hold it securely in
place. The screw also” serves as a handle in
using the instrument. '

By this construction the caneeling device
D I may be adjusted above or helow the
holder A, according as'it imay be desired to
form the new brand below or above the old
one. .
With this construction the old brand ‘may
be canceled and a new one formed at one and
the same operation, thus rendering the oper-
tior of branding the stock much more. rapid
‘than would otherwise be possible. :

With this construction‘g} also, .the branding-
| iron will retain its heat- Jong enough to form
“a-number of brands, instead of it being nec-
essary to heat it each time it is used. S

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
Telaim as new and desive t6, secure by Let-
ters Patent— e ‘

1. The cauceler E, connected adjustably
with a branding-stamp holder by an arm, D,
-and serew I, as shayn and described.

2. The, combinat;ﬁl of the arm D, provided
with a canceling device, E, upon 'one end.
thereof, and the ¢élamping-serew and handle
T, with the holder A ' ¢, the letters B 77,
and the set-screw C, substantially as lierein
shown and descéribed, = = . :
MINER TALOR PERKINS.
Witnesses: - :
© B.T, Curtls,

~ W.B., Kmon,




