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To all whom it may eoncern :

Be it known that I, CHARLES J. HIGGINS,
of Hallowell, Kennebec county, State of Maine,
have invented an Improvement in Children’s
Furniture, of which the following is a specifica-
tion: ' ’

This invention relates to children’s furniture,
and has for its object to produce an article of
furniture which may be employed for various
useful purposes—as, for instance, a crib, either
a rocking or a rolling crib, ahigh or alow crib,
a carriage, a chair, either rocking or rolling,
and a safety-parlor. v

Theinvention consists in connected sections,
substantially as herein deseribed, adapted, by
change in position with reference to each other
and the floor, to form either a crib, chair, or
safety-parlor, substantially as hereinafter set
forth; also,in an article of furniture having op-
posite rims connected together to form a safety-
parlor, when the rims are placed one above
the other, in combination with a bed-bottom
to form a crib, when the rims are placed par-
allel with each other and in vertical position
with relation to the floor, substantially as
hereinafter described ; also, the eombination,
with connected sections adapted, by change
in position with reference to each other and

. the floor, to form either a crib, chair, or safety-

parlor, of rollers to convert such ecrib or:

chair into a rolling crib, carriage, or chair;
also, in an article of furniture composed of
connected rims, to serve one end up as a safety-
parlor, and, by partial inversion-and the ap-
plication of a bed-bottom, to serve as a crib;
and in other features hereinafter desecribed.
Figure 1 reprezents, in side elevation, my
invention arranged as a covered low crib, the
wheels being turned down to make a roller-
crib; Tig. 2, a side elevation of a high and
open crib, the mattress being swung as a ham-
mock and the rollers resting upon the floor.
Fig. 3 shows the apparatus arranged as a roll-
ing chair; Fig. 4, a side view of the apparatus
arranged asa safety-parlor; Figs. 5, 6, and 7,
" top views of other forms of safety-parlor which
may be made from the apparatus; Fig. 8, a
cross-section of the mattress with its sides
folded down, the bottom theréof being stuffed

or padded, as it is preferred at times to make;
Figs. 9 and 10, a side elevation and section
of the supporting-rollers constructed as they
will be in practice; Fig. 11, a side view of the
connecting-pin as it is preferred to make it;
Fig. 12, a detail of the connecting-joints; Fig.
13, a detail of the arm-braces; Fig. 14, a cross-
section of the bed with the side pieces in up-
right position, and Fig. 15 a modification to
be hereinafter described.

The article of furniture herein described is
preferably composed of three sections, a b ¢,
each section consisting of two curved rims, 2
3, joined together in any suitable way, prefer-
ablybyroundsd. One of theserims of each sec-
tion will, in practice, preferably be provided
with one or more casters, ¢,to enable the safety-
parlor, as shownin Fig. 4; to berolled over the
floor, provided it is desired so to do. The sec-
tion ¢, which I denominate the “base-section,”
is provided with rollers or wheels f, which are
so pivoted or supported thereon that they may
be turned down to rest upon the floor, to con-
vert such base-section into a rolling base; or
they may be turned up, as shown in dotted
lines in Figs. 1, 2, 3, and 9, to form a rocking
base. In practice, these rollers f will turn
on an axle at one end of an arm, ¢, adapted to

turnupon the end of one of the rounds d, snch

end of the round, after passing through a hole
in the arm, also extending through a friction-
plate, h, provided with steps 4 5, to limit the
upward and downward positions of the rollers,
such plate being pressed against the arm ¢ by
a suitable spring, 4. In this instance there is
a spiral spring placed about one end of the
round within the rim. The sections @ b are
permanently jointed together by suitable links,
6, (shown in detail in T'ig.12,) and have applied
to them arm-braces k, composed of bars 7 8§,
Jjointed together at 9, the joints being prefer-
ably provided with ronghened faces, as shown
at 10,or having between them friction-washers,
so that the ends of the bars may, by a suitable
nut, be clamped together firmly to hold the
sections « b in any desired position, the differ-
ent positions of such sections for different use-
ful purposes being shown in the drawings.
The free ends of the seetions « b are provided
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with links 7, to permit suel sections to be
joined with the ends of section e, as in Figs.
1, 2, and 3; or, in case a larger safety-parlor
than could be made from three sections is de-
sired, then such sections « b may be joined, one
with seetion ¢ and the other with an auxiliary
section, m, the sections ¢ and m being then
jointed together. I'igs.5, 6,and 7 show some
of the different ways in which these sections
may be combined to form safety-parlors of dif-
ferent shapes and interior dimensions. .

The bed portion of this my invention is com-
posed of a bottom piece, n, and attached side
pieces, 0 p. This bed may be either of canvas
or other flexible material, or any material com-
monly used for bed-bottoms, and it may or
may not, as desired, be upholstered. If up-
holstered, the bed serves a very excellent pur-
pose as a cushion for the chair seat and back,
as shown in Fig. 8. The side pieces, o p, pre-
vent the child rolling out of bed. 'The bed-
bottom is provided at its ends with suspend-
ing devices 7, shown as hooks attached to the
bed-bottom and side pieces, so that the bed-
bottom, when made of flexible material, may
be suspended from the rounds d or other suit-
able supports.

It is obvious that the bed-bottom may be
formed with eyes to receive the hooks.

The drawing, Fig. 1, represents the séc-
tions « b jointed to the base-section ¢, and the
bed-bottom so supported therein as to form a
roofed or covered low crib, over which a net-
ting or covering may be thrown. In suchfig-
ure the rollers are turned down to rest upon
the floor, forming a rolling crib; but the roll-
ers may be turned upward into the positions
shown in dotted lines, which would permit the
rims of section ¢ to rest upon the floor, when
the crib would be converted into a rocking

“erib.

In Fig. 2 it will be noticed that the sections
@ b are reversed, that the bed-bottom is ele-
vated so as to form a higher and longer crib,
which is not roofed, and the jointed or con-
nected ends of such sections are placed upon
the base-section ¢, the ends of the arm-braces
k then engaging sunitable projections upon the
base-section.

As described in Fig. 1, it will be obvious
that this high crib may be either a rocking or
roller crib.

If the bed be removed from the positions
shown in Figs. 1 and 2, the cribs may be used
as carriages, suitable seats being added, or
the base-section ¢ by itself may be used as a
wagon,

In Fig. 3 the three-part links 6, connecting
the sections « b, are joined with one end of the
base-section ¢, and one end of & with the other
end of the base-section, and the section bis so
turned upward with its concaved side back-
ward as toform a chair-back. This section b,

forming the back, may be held at any desired
inclination with reference to the section «,

forming the.seat of the chair, by the adjust-
ment of the arm-braces I, and it is obvious
that the chair may be made as a rolling or a
rocking chair.

The eonnecting-pins between the sections «
¢, b ¢ will in practice, be made as spring-pins
s, such as shown in Fig. 11,they being adapted.
to be drawn out and in through the plates ¢
attached to the rims near their ends, the pins
entering the holes in thelinks.

Tror avery cheap article of furniture, quickly
convertibleintoeitber a crib, carriage, or safety-

parlor, the rims at each side the crib may be

madein one or more pieces, permanently joined
together, as shown in small size, IFig. 15, it be-
ing adapted to stand upon its side to form a
crib, carriage, or rocker, and to be turned over
upon its end to form a safety-parlor.

The curve or shape of the sections can be
more or less modified without departing from
my invention.

It will be noticed in all the eribs repre-
sented in the drawings that they may be
made to roek backward and forward in a plane
parallel with the rims; and the safety-parlors
shown in Figs. 5, 6, and 15, when partially in-
verted, are shaped to rock, and not to roll, for
the rims of the safety-parlor employed as the
base of the crib are of the curve common to
rocking-chairs.

- T claim~—

1. The connected jointed sections a b e, sub-
stantially as desecribed, adapted, by change in
position with reference to each other and the
floor, to form either a crib, chair, or safety-
parlor, substantially as set forth.

2. The opposite connected rims a b ¢, in com-
bination with & bed-bottom, to form a ecrib
when the rims are placed in proper position
with relation to the floor, substantially as de-
seribed.

3. The connected sections « b ¢, substan-
tially as described, adapted, by change in po-
sition with reference to each other and the

' floor, to form either a crib, chair, or safety-

parlor, in eombination with rollers to convert
the crib or chair in a rolling crib, carriage, or
chair, substantially as set forth.

4. The connected rims adapted, by continu-
ous connection, to form a safety-parlor, and
by partial disconmection and inversion a crib,
in combination with a removable bed-bottom
provided with side pieces and braces, 7and 8,
substantially as described.

5. The opposite connected rims adapted to
form a safety-parlor, and by partial inversion
to form a crib, in combination with rollers to
convert the crib into a rolling crib or car-
riage.

6. The combination,with the sections « b, of
the arm-braces to hold the sections in npright
position, substantially as described.

7. The sections «, b, and ¢, in combination
with and connected at the angles of the tri-
angular links 6, substantially as described.
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8. As a new article of manufacture, the op- In testimony whereof I have signed my name
posite connected rims, adapted, when both are | to this specification in the presence of two sub-
parallel with the floor, to form a safety-par- | scribing witnesses.

lor, and shaped as deseribed, to permit such CHARLES J. HIGGINS.
rims to rock, as set forth, when arranged as | Witnesses: -
shown, to form a crib, substantially as set A. HIMERWADEL,

forth. L. A, BAXTER.




