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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, RANsoM G. BALDWIN,
of Oskaloosa, in the county of Mahaska and
State of Iowa, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Washing-Machines
and I do hereby declare that the following is a
full, clear, and exact description thereof, which
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying drawings,
which form a part of this specification, and in
which—

Figure 1is a vertical section, and Fig. 2 is
a perspective view, on an enlarged scale, of the
clamp, cross-bar, and pegs, of my improved
washing-machine.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in both the figures.

My invention relates to rotary washing-ma-
machines; and it consists in an improved con-
struetion and combination of parts, substan-
tially as hereinafter more fully described, and
pointed out in the claim.

In the drawing, A is the tub, which may be
square, round, or of any other suitable shape,
and is supported upon legs a. B is the cloth
or draining board, secured, in a slanting posi-
tion, in one end or side of the tub, and hav-
ing perforations for the insertion of the legs
or staples of a wringer, C. D is the cover,
which is hinged to the upper edge or rim of
the tub opposite to the draining-board B, upon
the front end of which it impinges when closed,
as shown in the drawing., E'is a perforated
false bottom, inserted into the tub A to pre-
vent the clothes from coming in contact with
the sediment on the bottom of the tub, or with
the bottom itself when this is made of zine or
other metal.

Upon the top of the hinged cover are se-
cured the uprights b b, for supporting the
gearing for operating the machine. This con-
sists of a bevel drive-wheel, I, which meshes
with a pinion, G, keyed upon a short vertical
shaft, ¢, which passes through a sleeve or collar
in the cover. The drive-wheel F has a han-
dle, d, by which it is operated, and is cast
upon a solid hub, £, which has an axial recess
or depression, ¢ ¢, on each side, into which fit
the rounded ends of pins ¢ g, screwed into the
uprights b b, one on each side.
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To facilitate their adjustment in the up-
rights, the outer ends of the bearing-pins or
shafts g g are squared off to fit a key or wrench;
and to prevent them from working loose after
they have been once adjusted each has a nut,
k h, screwed closely up against the bearing.

By this construction and arrangement the
drive-wheel may readily be so adjusted lat-
erally as to compensate for wear, and always
mesh evenly and smoothly with its pinion G.
It also decreases friction, as the shafts g g only
pass into, but not through, the hub of the
drive-wheel.

The lower part of the pinion-shaft ¢, which
passes down into the tub, is screw-threaded,
and has a perforation, into which is inserted a
pin or key, 4. Upon this screw-threaded part
of shaft ¢ is inserted a clamp-plate, H, which
is simply a plate having its sides bent to form
parallel right-angled flanges & %, and is pro-
vided with .a central perforation, I, and a
groove, m, running transversely across plate
H and the perforation I, as shown more clearly
in Fig. 2-—Clamp H is inserted upon shaft ¢
by passing this through the perforation 7 and
fitting pin ¢ into the transverse groove or re-
cess m, which will prevent the plate from turn-
ing to either side. The cross-bar I is then in-
serted upon the shaft ¢ and fitted in between
the flanges & & of clamp-plate I, after which
the whole is tightened down and firmly se-
cured upon the shaft by a jam-nut, n.

The pegs KX K, for stirring the clothes, are
secured in the ends of cross-bar I; buf, while
I have shown only one cross-bar and two pegs
in the drawing, it is obvious that by a slight
modification in the shape of the clamp-plate H,
so as to make this with flanges crossing each
other at right angles, two cross-bars, having
two pegs each, may be used, if it is desired to
use my improved machine with four or more
pegs instead of two.

I am aware that, broadly, it is not new to
clamp the stirrer and its immediate driving-
shaft together by a plate having depending
flanges bearing against the outer sides of the
cross-bars of the stirrer, nor to adjust the
stirrer upon the said shaft by means of said
clamp and a holding-nut placed, respectively,
above and below its cross-bars.

Having thus described my invention, I claim




and desire to secure by Letters Patent of the
United States—

In a washing-machine, the pinion-shaft ¢,
driven by the beveled wheel I?, suitably jour-
naled upon the tub A, in combination with the
pin <, passing through said shaft, plate H, pro-
vided with a groove, m, to receive the pin 4,
and with downwardly-projecting flanges %, em-
bracing the cross-bar I, carrying pins K K,
and fitting on the shaft ¢, and jam-nut n, all
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constructed as shown and described, for the
purpose set forth.
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in .

presence of two witnesses.
RANSOM G. BALDWIN,
‘Witnesses:
‘WM. TOLBERT, “
JOHN REUM.




