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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, HoRACE D. FLETCHER,
of the city and county of San Francisco, and
State of California, have invented a Bell for
Trap-Shooting; and I do hereby declare the
following to be a full, clear, and exact deserip-
tion thereof, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings.

My invention relates to a novel device to be
employed in trap-shooting, either with the
shot-gun or rifle; and it consists in a resonant
target or sounder, which can be thrown up in
the usual or any snitable manner, and which
will announee by its sound whenever it is
struck Dby a shot without its being destroyed.

It has been the custom of late to use fragile
glass balls as marks for practice or matches in
what is knrown as “wing?” or trap” shooting,
instead of shooting at pigeons or other birds
started from a trap, asformerly. These glass
balls are usually thrown into the air from a
spring-trap made for the purpose, and when
any of the shot from the guns strike the glass
Lalls they are broken, by which it is known
that the marksman’s aim has been accurate.
This style of shooting has come greatly into
vogue of late years, both with shot-guns and
rifles; but it is readily nnderstood that where
so many glass balls are destroyed the amuse-
ment is an expensive one.

My invention is intended to obviate the ob-
Jjectionable features of this class of shooting,
by providing a mark which may be used in
the same manner, but which may be used over
and over again without being destroyed. It
will at the same time indicate correctly when-
ever it is struck, and requires no change in
the apparatus heretofore used to throw the
glass balls.

Figure 1 is a view of my invention.
is a section of the same.

In the present instance I have shown my
trap-target or sounder to be composed of two
hemispherical metal bells, A, joined together
by a metal stem, B, so that a small space, (',
is left between the edges,as shown. When a
shot strikes this Dell a ringing sound will
be distinetly heard, indicating that the mark
has been hit. The bell or sounder then falls
to the ground, and may be picked up, re-
placed in the spring-trap, and used again,
whereas @ glass ball wounld have been de-
stroyed.

It is obvious that the bell or sounder may
be made in various shapes or forms for the
same purpose, so that when a shot strikes the
surface it may be caused to ring and indicate
the fact that it has been struck.

This deviee will be much more economieal
than the glass balls, since, although the first
cost will be greater, they are practically inde-
struetible, as they may be made of brass, iron,
steel, or other metal, so as to be used and re-
used.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

A bell-target for trap-shooting, composed of
the shot-proof resonant hemispheres A and
shank B, all cast integral, substantially as set
forth,

In witness whereof I hereunty set my hand
and seal.

HORACE T. FLETCIIER.

Witnesses:
CrAs. E. KELLY,
J. R, Svrrin.
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