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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, CALVIN HERSOME, of
Boston, county of Suffolk, and State of Massa-
chusetts, have invented a certain new and use-
ful Improved Buckle, of which the following is
afull, clear, and exact description.

This improved buckle is more especially de-
signed for boots and shoes; and it is composed
of a frame having two side and two end bars,
a tongue for the running-strap, and a plate
through which to attach the buckle to the
standing-strap or upper of the boot or shoe.

The attaching-plate is provided with prongs
for passing thiough slits in the standing-strap,
and adapted to be clinched in position upon
said strap, for securing the buckle thereto, as
will be more particularly hereinafter deseribed.

In the accompanying plate of drawings of
my improved buckle, Figure 1 is a face view,
showing it attached to a standing-strap ; Fig.
2, a section on line « z, Fig. 1; Fig. 3, a face
view of the buckle-frame with the attaching-
plate and tongue detached; Fig. 4, a section
on line y y, Fig. 1; Figs. 5 and 6, outer and
inner face views of the attaching-plate de-
tached from the frame and tongue, but at-
tached to the standing-strap. Figs. 7 and 8
are sections, respectively, on lines #/ ' and 3’
y' of Fig. 5; Fig. 9, an outer face view of the
attaching-plate detached from the frame, but
attached to the standing-strap and to the
tongue; Fig. 10, a section on line z 2, Fig. 9;
and Fig. 11, a view in detail of the attaching-
prongs.

In the drawings, A represents the frame,
B the attaching-plate, and C the tongue, of my
improved bueckle. The frame A is composed
of two parallel side bars, ¢ «, and two parallel
end bars, b b, and the inner edge, ¢, of each
side bar ¢ has a similar inwardly-projecting
piece, d, each of which has a similar opening
or eye, f, the two eyes f beingin atransverse
line of the frame, which is parallel to the end
bars, b b, of the frame. The attaching-plate B
has a width equal to the. inner width of the
frame A, and in its width has prongs ¢ ¢!, and
at one end, %, two ear-pieces, I I, midway be-
tween which is an eye, D. The tongue Cisof
the usual construction in buckles.

Each ear-piece [ I of the attaching-plate is
passed through an eye, f, of the frame A, and

bent around its wall m, which fastens and
hingesthe plate B to the frame A, and the end
n of the tongne C is passed through the eye D
of the attaching-plate B, and thus the buckle is
made complete for use, and in being used it is
fastened to the standing-strap by passing the
prongs g ¢' of the attaching-plate B through
slits properly cut in the strap to receive them,
and then bending and clinching such prongs
over and upon the under side of the standing-
strap, all as is plainly shown in the drawings.

In Figs.1 and 2 the attaching-plate is shown
as provided with two prongs, g ¢',and in Figs. 5
and 6 as provided with three prongs, ¢ ¢' %; and
in each instance the prongs are in one piece
with the plate B, and are made therefrom by
suitably cutting the metal of the plate to pro-
duce them; but in Figs. 9, 10, and 11 the
prongs ¢ g' are separate from the plate B, but
in one piece, and passed through slits o p in
the attaching-plate B.

The buckle-frame, with its eyes f f, the at-
taching-plate I3, with its prongs ¢ ¢' or slits o
p for the passage of prongs through it, and its
ear-pieces I I and eye D, as well as the tongue
C, are made of sheet metal, and each part is
preferably in one piece, and is produced by
punching it from a piece of' metal of suitable
size.

It is desirable that the prongs g ¢! of the at-
taching-plate, when bent and clinched to the
standing-strap, will lie across in licu of along
the length of the strap, as in the latter case,
theiredgesq r s twould be presented to the line
with the strain on the strap, and there would

' be more or less liability of ‘their cutting the

strap.  As shown in Figs. 1, 2, 9, and 10, this
desirability is secured with both prongs, but
as shown in Figs. 5, 6, and 7 with only one
prong, ¢ of the three prongs g ¢' ¢?, the sit-
uation of the other two, g ¢, being such as
when bent either toward or away from each
other in either case, at right angles to the di-
rection of the bend of the prong ¢?, their edges
are presented to the length of the strap. The
combined clinch of threeprongs, g ¢ ¢2 the two
¢ ¢' in a direction transversely to the clinch of
theother one, g% however, offsets whatever dis-
advantage there may be in the fact that the
two transverse clinching-prongs present their
edges to the length of the strap; and, further-




more, obviously, the degree of such edge pre-
sentation may be more or:less modificd with-
out | detracting | materially from ithe advan:
tage obtained i their said transverse ¢linch
by 'so'disposing 'them in'the plate that their
edges will Tic more (or less angularly to 1he
length of the strap.’ ‘A three:pronged attach-
ing-plate; obviously,is most advantageous, as
it'secures one additional fastening or clinch
overa two-pronged attaching-plate; and as the
bend of one '0f ‘the iprongs lies: aeross ! the
length of the strap, obviously thie other two
prongs, which (more or less) at their bend lie
along 'the lengtl of the strap, are: prevented,
to all practical intents and purposcs, from ent-
ting the strap.

I'do wot elaim an attaching-plate: having
two prongs, one of which is located at the
end of said plate, while the other isi cut from
theinternal portion of said plate, bothof said
prongs being in line with! eachiother; as such
is old and well known; but,
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Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

1. A buckle ‘composed of" a frame, A, hay-
ing side and end bars @ o b b, and.eyes /' f on
its'side bars, an attaching-plate, B, hinged to
the eyes f of the:frame A, and adapted by
proungs to: be fastened  to the standing-strap,
and a tongue, €, hinged to the attaching-plate
B, all substantially:as deseribed; ;

2, The attaching-plate B, constructed orpro-
vided iwith three: prongs, ¢: g* ¢%, for passing
through slitsiu the standing-strap, and two of
which prongs, g g, are adapted to be clinched
in position in a direction transverse or at right
angles: to the remaining: prong, ¢% when
clinched; substantially as and for the purpose

described,
CALVIN HERSOME.
Witnesses:
Ipwix. W, Browny
tiro, H, ITARI.




